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OBJECTIVES:  
 
To set out clear guideline procedures for the naming of new roads in accordance with 
the Geographical Names Board of New South Wales. 
  
POLICY STATEMENT: 
 
Naming process 
 
That in the case of a new subdivision, the developer will submit a list of possible 
names with the development application together with reasons for the choice. 
 
The names submitted shall comply with the naming guidelines below. 
 
The names submitted will be considered by the Council. 
 
Council will submit its preferred name to the following persons or bodies for their 
concurrence: 
 

(i) Australia Post 
(ii) the Registrar General 
(iii) the Surveyor-General 
(iv) the Chief Executive of the Ambulance Service of NSW 
(v) NSW Rural Fire Service 
(vi) the NSW Police Force 
(vii) the State Emergency Service 
(viii) the New South Wales Volunteer Rescue Association Incorporated 
(ix) in the case of a classified road – the RTA 

 
Following concurrence from the abovementioned persons or bodies, Council will 
advertise the name for 28 days for public comment. 
 
That approval for street names in new subdivisions be issued either with the 
development consent or as soon as possible thereafter to enable the names to be 
shown on the original plan of subdivision. 
 
That names allocated to private right of ways shall comply generally with this policy’s 
naming guidelines. 
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Road naming guidelines 
 
In the naming and renaming of roads and streets the following guidelines should be 
observed. 
 
Uniqueness 
 
1.1  Name duplication within Dungog local government area should be avoided. If 

possible duplication of names in proximity to adjacent local government areas 
should also be avoided. 

 
1.2  However, roads crossing council boundaries should have a single and unique 
 name. 
 
Sources 
 
2.1  Preferred sources for road names include: 

 Aboriginal names  
 local history  
 early explorers, pioneers, settlers and other eminent persons 
 war/casualty lists 
 thematic names such as flora, fauna or ships. 

2.2  Names should be appropriate to the physical, historical or cultural character of 
the area concerned. 

 
2.3  The origin of each name should be clearly stated and subsequently recorded. 
 
2.4  The local aboriginal land council should be consulted when choosing 

Aboriginal names unless council already has an agreed list of appropriate 
names.  

 
Propriety 
 
3.1  Names of living persons should not be used. 

3.2  Names which are characterised as follows are to be avoided.  
 Offensive or likely to give offence  
 Incongruous - out of place  
 Commercial or company. 

 
Communication 
 
4.1  Names should be reasonably easy to read, spell and pronounce in order to 

assist both service providers and the travelling public. 
 
4.2  Unduly long names and names composed of two or more words should be 
 avoided. 
 

 A given name should only be included with a family name where it is 
essential to identify an individual or where it is necessary to avoid 
ambiguity. The use of given names should generally be avoided. 
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 Whilst street and cul-de-sac names should have only one word it is 
recognised that some roads require a two-word name because of their 
geographic relationship e.g. New England Highway. 

 
 Roads with double destination names should be progressively renamed. 

 
Spelling 
 
5.1  Where it is intended that a road have the same name as a place or feature 

with an approved geographical name, then particular care should be taken to 
ensure that the correct spelling is adopted. 

Place names shown on NSW Department of Lands topographic maps are 
approved names unless specifically accepted in the map legend or in 
exceptional circumstances where the name has been changed subsequent to 
the publication of the map. 

5.2  Where names have been changed or corrupted by long established local 
usage, it is not usually advisable to attempt to restore the original form. 
Spelling which is sanctioned by general usage should be adopted. 

5.3  Generally road names proposed or approved should not contain abbreviations 
e.g. the Creek in Wallaby Creek Road must not be abbreviated. 

 
 There is, however, one exception. 
 

 St should always be used in place of Saint. 
 
Form 
  
6.1  The apostrophe mark ' must be omitted in the possessive case e.g. Smith's 

Road should be Smiths Road. 
 
6.2  It is further preferable to deter a possessive s unless the euphony 

becomes harsh e.g. Smith Road 

6.3  The use of hyphens should be avoided. 
 
6.4  The use of numbers in a road name should be discouraged, when numbers 

are applied to a name it should be in alpha rather than numeric form. 

Road type 
 
Proposals for road names should include an appropriate road type suffix. 
 

 Assistance to both the motoring and pedestrian public should be a big 
consideration in this choice. 

 
 When a type suffix with a geometric or geographic connotation is chosen 

ensure that it generally reflects the form of the road, eg: 
 

- Crescent - a crescent or half moon, rejoining the road from which it 
starts 

- Esplanade - open, level and often along the seaside or a river. 
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 For a cul-de-sac use place, close, court or a type suffix of similar 

connotation.   
    
 Road types specifically associated with the NSW main road network are 

recognised but have not been listed. 
 
The objection process   
       
The Registrar General or Surveyor General will only object to a proposal if it is 
deemed not to meet the Guidelines for the naming of roads, published by the GNB. 

 
If a naming proposal does not meet these guidelines, the proposal will be referred to 
the GNB for determination, with the naming authority informed of this action. The 
GNB can either overturn the decision or give a finding of non-concurrence, which 
would restrict the naming authority from gazetting this name. 
 
If the authority still wants to proceed with the name after the GNB has made its 
decision, the matter will be referred to the Minister for Roads for determination. 
 
The following list of suitable road type suffixes is included for convenience. The list 
has been sourced from Australian Standards AS 1742.5 - 1986 and AS 4212 - 1994 
with input from some Councils. In most instances the connotations are clear but 
where necessary a definition can be checked in a dictionary. 

 
Alley 
Arcade 
Avenue 
Boulevard 
Bypass 
Chase 
Circle 
Circlet 
Circuit 
Circus 
Close 
Court 
Cove 

Crescent 
Drive 
Esplanade 
Fairway 
Garden(s) 
Grove 
Lane 
Mall 
Mews 
Parade 
Parkway 
Place 
Plaza 

Promenade 
Quay 
Ridge 
Ridgeway 
Road 
Row 
Square 
Street 
Terrace 
Walk 
Way   

 
No prefix or additional suffix 
  
The use of a compass point prefix or an additional suffix such as north or extension 
should be avoided. 
 
Legislation 
 
The Roads Act 1993 - Section 162 provides the authority for the naming of roads.   
 
The Roads Regulation 2008 (Government Gazette No 64) Part 2; Division 2 sets out 
the procedures to be observed when naming roads. 
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Date Policy Adopted Minute number Authority 

17 July 2007 33562  Council Resolution 

21 December 2010 35214 Council Resolution 

 


