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INTRODUCTION

The history of Dungog Shire presents a vivid
kaleidoscope of the movement of peoples, the
enterprise of individuals, the impact of
economic conditions and of technological
innovations, the rise and decline of towns,
and the development of strong communities.
The factors are interacting; the fabric of the
past is closely woven.

In this attempt to understand the Shire's
past, and thus its present landscapes and
material culture, the subject has bheen divided
into nine themes focusing con key aspects of
the Shire's development, and these themes are
interrelated in order to reflect the past
holistically, as a "fabric". Important
conclusions are drawn out and the nature of
the area's history assessed, and each theme
forms a contextual basis for the understanding
and interpretation of the Shire's rich and
varied natural and cultural heritage.

It must be stressed that this study is limited
in that it is based on the secondary written
material available, together with pictorial
evidence, early maps, and information
collected in interviews with local historians.
It should therefore not be seen as a final
study, but rather as a useful beginning,
hopefully providing the impetus and framework
for the detailed primary research the area
deserves,



THEME 1 : THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Dungog Shire is located approximately 150 kms
north east of Sydney and its southern boundary
is approximately 40 km north-north-west of
Newcastle. Its boundaries generally follow a
ring of ranges including those to the west of
the Paterson River, the rugged Barrington Tops
plateaux to the north, and the flanking range
east of the Chichester and Williams Rivers.
The Shire encompasses the wvalleys of the
Paterson, Williams, Allyn, Chichester and
Wangat Rivers and 1t was these rivers and
their associated vegetation and soils which
most influenced the shape of later European
settlement (see Fig. 1).

The area may be seen both physiographically
and historically as part of the Hunter River
Valley, the only one of a belt of coastal
lowlands which penetrates the eastern
highlands of New South Wales.! The Hunter
Valley is bounded on the south by the scarp of
Hawkesbury sandstone, and on the north by
"high, deeply dissected carboniferous Ranges",
the Barrington Tops area.?2 The northernmost
section of Dungog Shire falls within this
plateau which reaches tc arcund 5,000 feet,
The Shire's five rivers, as well as the Hunter
itself in the west and the Gloucester,
Barrington and Manning tributaries in the east
rise in the swampy valleys and "descend
steeply with rapids and waterfalls through
deep gorges, dropping as much as 3,000 feet in
8 miles".

Both the Williams and Paterson Rivers join the
Hunter near its mouth and occupy valleys
divided by ranges into two distinct portions:
a narrow upper one with limited alluvial
flats; and a wider, lower one abutting and
forming part of the Hunter Valley proper. The
constriction of both valleys occurs about 12
kilometres above the confluence with the
Hunter, and the lower valleys contain
extensive flood plains with portions of swampy
land. There are also several swampy areas in
the Upper Williams Valley, which also has
wider alluvial terraces than the Paterson.
In the areas just south of Paterson township,
the river flats feature several billabongs,
affording a potential wetland habitat.® There
is a considerable stretch of level and
undulating land arcund Dungog and along the
lower courses of the Williams River.
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While the Barrington Tops area 1s basalt
capped Devonian Carboniferous rock with
intrusive granites, the basal unit of most of
the rest of the district is sedimentary rock.
This is reflected in the naturally poor soils
in many areas, contrasting with the rich river
alluvials. In places the sedimentary
formation is overlain by igneous rocks, giving
rise to better so0ils, and the most recent
formations are conglomerates.7 Basalt-capped
hills rising to around 1,000 feet form the
dividing range between the Paterson and
Williams Valleys and most of this is cleared
and used as pasture.8 These steep slopes are
predominantly covered by shallow lithosols,
while the undulating land below features red
and yellow podsolics. The richest soils are
the alluvials on the river and creek flats,
and these vary considerably throughout the
Hunter Valley. Most are rather sandy (fine
sandy loams or sandy silts) and are darker and
richer where they contain material washed from
basaltic areas, Sandy clay soils_and clay
silts are found in the lower Hunter.

The district's surviving original vegetation
directly reflects the wvarious types of
landform and soils. The valley floors of the
Barrington Tops have a woodland vegetation in
which white and yellow bhox trees, red
ironbark, white cypress, kurrajongs, spotted
gums and angophoras are widely spaced in
grasslands dominated by spear and wallaby
grasses. Where the wide treeless swamps occur
a growth of sphagnum moss is found. The
slopes bear a fairly close wooded or mixed
forest of eucalypts (snow gums, mountain
gums), cypress pines, angophoras and
kurrajongs, and some of the variety of other
interesting vegetation is unique to the area.
In the higher, wetter, more protected wvalleys
of the east are found dense rainforests. Some
of these rainforest trees, particularly red
cedar, were also originally found in a gquasi-
rainforest in parts of the Paterson Valley
where there were areas of alluvium that were
not repeatedly flooded. The Paterson was in
fact originally named 'Cedar Arm'. Other
trees in this temperate rainforest would have
included white cedar, black bean, flame tree,
silky cak and native fig., Other areas of the
broad alluvial flat along the rivers were
thinly timbered grassy plains (paperbarks and
oaks). The foothills behind them and the
watershed ranges between the rivers would have
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been covered with a Eucalpyt forest, with
coastal box and apple on the better soils, and
spotted gum, forest red gum and ironbarks on
the poorer soils.

Most of the region receives an average
rainfall of 1000 mm, increasing towards the
north to the heavy falls experienced in the
Barrington Tops (up to 2,500 mm). Winter
snowfalls are not uncommon on the plateau, but
the snow does not lie on the ground for
long.!? The Shire's climate is, like that of
the lower Hunter, wetter than the areas of the
Upper Hunter, a factor which lead to the early
division of landuse -~ the pastoralists took up
the drier areas to the north while the lower
Hunter went to the agriculturalists. 12 fThis
pattern is reflected on a smaller scale within
the Shire during the early years. Crops were
grown on the fertile river flats and the
better land adjoining it, while the upper
foothills and slopes were utilized for cattle
grazing.

Floods have had the most dramatic impact on
European settlement. They are generally
caused by heavy rains on the tributaries
descending from the mountainsg, but sometimes
(1930, 31) by heavy local rain. Large areas
of the lower reaches of the valleys are
irregularly inundated - for example, floods
may occur for a number of consecutive vears,
followed by a five-year flood free period.
The same irregularity occurred between 1830
and 1850, when floods and freshes in 1832,
1834, 1840 and 1841 were interspersed with dry
and drought periods (1831, 1837-39, 1842,
1845-47 and 1850).13

Of the Shire's three topographical components
- the rivers and their flats, the foothills,
and the plateaux - it was the first which most
closely shaped the multifarious activities of
the area's human inhabitants. The Williams and
Paterson Rivers brought the first white
explorers searching for good land, timber and
coal and also the subsequent early, shifting
population of timber getters who camped on the
banks and used the waters to float down rafts
of red cedar. The area's stock of precious
timber rapidly vanished and the men moved
northwards, After the valley was opened up to
free settlers in 1822, the area's pioneers
were drawn, as they had been since the
establishment of the colony, to the rich



alluvials along the river flats. They
continued the clearing operations, and planted
wheat, maize, tobacco and grape vines, and
harnessed the rivers to water wheels for
grinding their wheat and corn. The waterways
also provided access to markets and sources of
goods, for land-links with Sydney over the
sandstone plateaux to the south were slow,
difficult and tedious, in spite of the massive
application of convict labour to the Great
North Road between 1826 and 1836. The growth
in river trade during the nineteenth century
and the availability of materials fostered a
booming shipbuilding industry around Clarence
Town and also at Paterson. During the 1870's
and 1880's these towns became, by virtue of
their locations near the heads of navigation
on the Williams and Paterson Rivers, busy
ports through which the produce of this
flourishing area was directed. The
availability of clear, clean water also
encouraged the establishment of the numerous
creameries, butter and cheese factoriesg in the
area during the ascendancy of the dairy
industry from the 1890s.

The rivers thus dictated the location of
towns, and, with their dividing watersheds,
defined and delineated one district from
another, for example, the Paterson area from
the Clarence Town - Dungog area; the Gresford
~ Allynbrook area from the Chichester ~ Bandon
Grove area. In the narrow upper valleys, far
beyond the heads of navigation, the more
numerous water courses were barriers, rather
than means of conveyance, and they forced the
development of the myriad small settlement
centres and communities so characteristic of
the Shire's northern area. Each had a school
and maybe a church, but gradually, as the
numerous bridges were opened and the coming of
motor transport broke down the barriers, these
small settlements declined and/or disappeared.

Encouraged by such advisors as Henry Dangar
(1828) the settlers brought with them seeds of
plants, and grasses in particular, some of
which later became pests. By the 1890's
tussock grass and paddy's lucerne were being
laboriously cut out and burnt, and the problem
of nut grass, reputedly brought in by George
Townsend of Trevallyn in the 1820's, still
plagues the area, along with the ubiguitous
lantana.



Barrington Tops
Naticnal Park:
Natural
Environment

The caprice of climatic conditions offset the
high yields of good years. Dangar in 1828
expressed the dilemma of the rich yet flood-
prone alluvial plains, Floods, in spite of
the damage they caused:
....cannot be held as an objection to
the possession of lands on banks ....
settlers are indebted for the fertile
meadows they occupy .... without such
lands as these, this part of N.S.W.
would have no particular fertility to
boast of, nor would the so0il offer any
great inducement for the labour of
agriculture.
He had not yet seen the terrible destruction
of the great floods to come. The waters could
rise overnight, drowning people and animals,
ruining entire crops, and sweeping away
building and valuable land. Wetness brought
the end of wheat and tobacco growing in the
areas in the 1860's and 1870's with the onset
of rust and blue mould, The flourishing early
vineyards of Cawarra, Lewinsbrook and
Gostwyck, around Gresford, also eventually
ceased and the wine industry became centred in
the drier Pokolbin region.

Following the drought vyears of the early
twentieth century, and with the great increase
in population in the mining areas of the lower
Hunter, the Chichester River Gravitational
Scheme was approved in 1915 and work began on
the damming of the Chichester and Wangat
Rivers in 1918. The project involved hundreds
of workers, was completed in 1925 and began
supplying an enormously increased gquantity of
water to the entire lower Hunter Valley.16
After the 1965 drought, tenders were called in
1968 for the construction of Lostock Dam on
the upper reaches of the Paterson River.

The region where the rivers rise, the
Barrington Tops, was declared a national park
in January 1968 and extended in the same year.
Although the Barrington Tops League, formed by
Dungog businessmen in the 1920's, hoped for
the Tops' popularity to match that of the
booming Blue Mountains, this never
eventuated.18 The park has however drawn
campers and hikers over the century, while the
fertile river valleys with their historic
towns and undulating hills also attract
tourists each weekend. The lower valleys have
also been favoured by hobby farmers seeking
rural retreat from the urban centres of



Newcastle and Sydney. The north eastern part
of the Shire, encompassing the farming valleys
of the Williams, Chichester, Allyn and
Paterson Rivers within the foothills of the
Barrington Plateau, has been classed as a
scenic protection area by the National Trust
of Australia (N.S.W.) and is wunder
consideration for a classified listing as a
Landscape Conservation Area.l
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THEME 2 : THE ABORIGINES
Margrit Koettig

Dungog Shire was occupled by Aboriginal people
up to about forty thousand years before the
Buropean invasion. Unfortunately, very little
ethnohistoric evidence of Aboriginal
occupation in the area is available. In her
recent review of the source material for the
whole Hunter Valley area, Brayshaw noted that:
Unfortunately few BEuropeans took time to
record anything of the Aborigines who
before 1830 had ceased effective
resistence and whose society and very
persons had suffered irreparably1

The tribal affiliations of the Aboriginal
people inhabiting the area of Dungeog Shire
cannot be clearly defined. Howitt, writing of
the tribes of south-east Australia in 1904,
concluded that the people inhabiting the
Williams and Paterson River valleys belonged
to one "tribe" though there appeared to be
some difference between them:
Their (Gringais) territory extended up
the valley of the Williams and its
tributaries to their sources and
southwards for about 8 miles below
Dungog. There were 'Nurras' (local
groups) all over the district, at
convenient distances apart, each of
which consisted of 6-9 huts or families.
In the 1840's the blacks of this tract
of land numbered about 250 all told.
They intermarried with the people of the
Paterson River and those of the
Gloucester River.?2

Brayshaw included the people of this area with
the Worimi who were centred in the Port
Stephens area. There is a report of people
from the Dungog_ area fighting with the Port
Stephens group. The relationships between
the Aborigines living on the coast with those
living in the Dungog area is not clear.

Other references to the Aborigines of the
general Dungog area referred to campsites,
exchange of goods, limited aspects of diet,
initiation grounds and burial practices.
These are tabulated in Table 1. A great deal
more information is available for Aboriginal
people who lived in the Port Stephens area
which is environmentally very different to the
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Dungog Shire area in terms of landforms,
availability of foods etc., Information about
people from the west is very scant, and this
area was inhabited by another "tribe" (the
Geawal). At a general level all Aboriginal
groups shared certain behaviours, in terms of
their nomadic lifestyle, their complex ritual
life, the types of material culture items
used, e.g. spears, clubs, wooden vessels,
digging sticks, bark huts etec. Where
information is available in other parts of
Australia, it has been shown that the
specifics of these aspects (i.e. the form of
the ceremonies undertaken, designs to decorate
the material items, the precise range of
objects used ete.) varied from group to group.
This variation was related to both cultural
causes as well as the different available raw
materials. Hence it would not he wvalid to
suggest that the specific information
available for the customs and material culture
of people living in the Port Stephens area
could be used to describe people living away
from this coastal strip, even though it is
suggested that they may have been the same
tribe.

Exchange of goods was recorded between the
Aborigines of Port Stephens and "inland".
Threlkeld reported that in the winter of 1826
Biraban, his Aboriginal assistant, 'went to
the mountains with upwards of 60 spears to
exchange for opossum chord made of the fur'4
This suggests differential resource
exploitation of the Aborigines living in these
two different types of environmental areas.

On the Karuah River which runs parallel to the
Williams River, slightly to the east of the
present study area, Dawson noted the location
of Aboriginal campsites:
At the foot of one of these hills, and
at the margin of the brook, we met with
a native encampment, consisting of eight
or ten gunvers. We...ascended a small
rise, on top of which we found an
encampment...the gunyers were exactly
the same...

The Karuah lies in country similar to that of
the Williams and lower Paterson Rivers. The
size of the encampment is similar to those
noted by Howitt for the Dungog area. It is
also of interest that these camps were located
on rises, as this is the only reference to the

11
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type of landscape in which sites could be
expected to occur,

Table 1 Early observations of Aborigines in the
Dungog Shire area.
LOCATION COMMENT DATE

Lower Williams
River

Williams River
30m up river

Dungog area

Wallaroba
(south of
Dungog)

Dungog area

Dungog area

We saw several traces of the 8/July/1801
natives, both young and old,

and passed some canoes, which

are small and rudely put together.

(Brayshaw Table B.2)

We...descried some of them at a
distance, who fled at our approach.
We came to a spot, which they had
just quitted and observed the marks
of children's feet. The ground was
covered with the shells of fresh
water fish, of the sort found in
the rivers of England and Scotland
and called the horse muscle, having
sometimes small pearls in them.
(Brayshaw Table B.2)

July/1801

Fern root (Bungwall) eaten. It was
roasted in the ashes and pounded to a
paste between two stones. (Brayshaw 5.1)

One of the blacks brought our host
a small species of Kangaroo, called
in this Colony a Paddy-melon; it

is about the size of a hare, which
it is said to resemble when roasted.
(Backhouse 1843:401)

July/1836

In the Gringa tribe individuals 1840's
fought a personal quarrel with any

weapons at hand, but in cases of

serious offences...the offender had

to stand with a shield, while a

certain number of spears, according

to the magnitude of the crime, were

thrown at him. (Howitt 1904:343)

In the Gringai country there were
places where numbers of blacks were
buried, at least since the year 1830
and it was probably a continuation of
the old system. The dead were carried
many miles to this place. (Howitt
1904:364)

12



The number of references to Aborigines and
their lifestyle in the Dungog area did not
increase after European settlers were
established there, and those which are
available are in the form of reminiscences or
local histories sometimes based on the earlier
information referred to above.

Brian Brock (1957) provides an interesting

account of the Aborigines and the origin of

the name for Dungog:
'Munni' is the Aboriginal name for the
locality and it means 'a good hunting
ground'. The Aborigines found
kangaroos, wallabies, possums and other
game here in plenty and so there were
several camps in the locality. 'Dungog'
is an Aboriginal name too, meaning in
Awabakal dialect, the place of the
thinly wooded hills/ Tunkok or Tungog.®

Brock also notes that Aboriginal campsites are
known in Dungog: at the corner of the
showground and in the location of the rifle
range. He also mentions that the Aborigines
"held corroborees at Taylors and McLennons
Flats".”

R.E. Anderson, writing of his reminiscences of
the Martins Creek area, mentions that in 1851,
when the first European family settled at
Martins Creek, &Aborigines were their only
neighbours and that they exchanged honey for
bread, clothing and flour.

In his reminiscences of life in the Paterson

River valley, J. Tucker recalled several

aspects of Aboriginal life also:
Even in my day (referring to the 1840's
and 50's) the blackfellows were
numerous., Many camps existed around the
town (i.e. Paterson),. They lived by
hunting and fishing - f£ish, wildfowl and
animals being abundant. They were
expert at spearing fish and they made
nets to catch wild duck... Their canoes
were made of a sheet of bark from a big
tree... Another interesting site was to
see them climbing trees, going up to any
height, cutting slight steps in the bark
of the tree... And I have seen a
blackfellow climb a tree in this way and
cut out a stinging bees nest nearly 150
feet from the ground... Before white men
came they used stone axes for this

13



work.?

He also mentioned that in the early 1840's,
when his parents first came to Dungog, that he
saw approximately 200 Aborigines set out to
fight the Aborigines from Port Stephens.

W.J. Enright recalled that:

My old friend the late John Hopson
stated that he had been informed by the
late J.W. Boydell that in the summer
time the Paterson River blacks ascended
the Barrington Tops area via the Allyn
River Valley and on a visit in Dec.
1915, we found a stone axe on the
tableland.10

The above information about the Aborigines who
had lived in the area now covered by Dungog
Shire is thus wvery scant. European diseases,
punitive action!! and the effects of
dispossession led to the rapid breakdown of
their scciety and hence the opportunity to
record their culture in detail was lost.

However the evidence does show that Aboriginal
people had lived along the Williams and
Paterson Rivers in relatively large numbers -
that is large numbers in the sense that the
highest population figures for the Port
Stephens area, a very 'rich' environment on
the coast, was "nearly 200", though it would
appear that the area inveolved was much
smaller.

The aboriginal sites which have been recorded
in Dungog Shire are alsoc relatively few in
number, but are widely distributed and cccur
in a variety of landsystems and topographic
areas. They also include a relatively wide
range of site types, including open artefact
scatters {(Vacy, Mt, Rivers, Lagoon Pinch};
scarred trees (Martins Creek); carved trees
(Allynbroock); grinding grooves (Pat erson);
burials {Dungog); and stone arrangement (Red
Hill). The future location, investigation and
proper management of sites such as these will
greatly enhance an understanding of the area's
aboriginal people and their way of life.

14
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THEME 3 : DISCOVERY, EXPLORATION AND EARLY
SETTLEMENT.

The process of white occupation of Dungog
Shire which resulted in the dramatic
alteration of its valleys and flats, and
ultimately in the end of its first
inhabitants, began with the discovery of the
Hunter River in 1797. Less than ten years
after the arrival of the first fleet,
Lieutenant John Shortland located the mouth of
the river and, following his visit, at least
two ships made their way along the coast to
it, one returning with a cargo of cecal and
cedar.

The small colony at this stage had already
expanded to f£ill the isolated areas of good
s0il on the Cumberland Plain, and by 1804 most
of these favoured parts had been taken up.
The unknown area beyond the Blue Mountains to
the west still tantalized the colonists but
continued to remain firmly out of reach.? By
water, however, the formidable land barriers
surrounding Cumberland could be circumvented
and Governor King, in a spirit of inguiry and
with a vague vision of a future export trade
in coal, idnstructed Lieutenant Colonel
Paterson and Lieutenant Grant to explore
Hunter's River in 1801. They were to report
on "where the most eligible place would be to
form a settlement, both with respect to
procurring coals and for agricultural
purposes'". King most likely foresaw the need
for fresh lands arising from the growing ranks
of emancipists and free settlers.

Paterson and Grant returned aboard their
vessel, the Lady Nelson, on July 25, having
explored the Hunter (which they named the
Paterson}), to about 50 miles inland, and the
Williams (which they thought the main stream
and named the Hunter) to 25 miles inland,
about 4 miles upstream from the present site
of Clarence Town. (See Fig. 2). The latter
trip appears to have been made by row-boat.

Although the land along the lower Hunter was
reported to be low, swampy and prone to
flooding, on the Williams they saw stands of
fine forest land "but very thinly interspersed
with lofty trees, and sometimes indeed acres
without a tree, the soil in general good and
the grass luxuriant". They found no cedar on
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"Coal Harbour and rivers on the coast of N.5.W. surveyed by
Ensign Barrallier in the Lady Nelson in June and July 1801",
Barrallier's map shows the Williams marked as the Hunter

River (Mitchell Library)

Fig. 2 :



the Williams, although timber getters later
located stands further upstream. Paterson
concluded that the Williams "from the
excellent so0il in its neighbourhood and not
subject to floods, would .,.. be a vervy fit
situation for forming a settlement for the
cultivation of grain or grazing."” The
devastation caused by floods was a lesson
learned by later settlers.?

For reasons of security rather than quality of
land, it was the Paterson rather than the
Williams which received the area's first
farmers. Although the report of Charles
Grimes, who explored the Paterson River in
October 1801, mentioned dense stands of
kurrajong and cedar, the quality of grasses
and evidence of flooding, it did not describe
the area as being suitable for agriculture.5
Ironically, the alluvial flats of the Paterson
Valley later became one of the richest
agricultural areas of the colony.

An initial attempt at establishing a coal-
mining settlement at Newcastle in 1801 was
shortlived and the small party of convicts and
their military guard were recalled in 1802.
Following the Irish insurrection at Castle
Hill and Parramatta in 1804, King re-
established the settlement as secondary penal
colony, a place of punishment for convicts who
had committed fresh crimes since their arrival
in the colony. The site was considered
suitably isolated and secure, since it lacked
land-links with Sydney over the surrounding
rugged, barren ranges, and its unknown
bushland and reputedly hostile native
population would deter escapees. King also
hoped that coal produced there would supply
the colony as well as stimulate an iron
working industry. The mines were not manned
by the generally unskilled second-offence
convicts, however, but by any convicts with
mining experience arriving in the colony.
Most o©of the men under secondary sentence
worked on the town's buildings and roads, and
on the wharf. & few were also engaged in salt
making (abandoned 1808}, cutting timber and
lime burning.

While the Hunter Valley was officially closed
to free settlers, in 1812 a few well-behaved
convicts were allowed plots of land on the
alluvial flats at Patersons Plains (present
vicinity of Woodville) on a gquasi-official
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basis as "tenants at will". This area lies
outside Dungog Shire and this earliest
settlement preceded and for the main part
contrasted with the later settlement within
it. The experiment was successful and after
Macquarie's wvisit in 1818 more farms were
allocated at Wallis Plains. These earliest
settlers grew maize, wheat and barley which
they cultivated with hoes and sent to Sydney
for sale, while at the same time the
population of Newcastle lived mainly on salt
pork and grain brought up from Sydney.7 They
put up wattle and daub houses and barns with
thatched roofs, established vegetable gardens
and peach orchards and kept pigs in sties and
yards., By the early 1820's the grants ranged
in size Dbetween 11 and 60 acres and were
clustered irregularly at Paterson's, Wallis'
and Patrick's Plains. (See Fig. 3) Nelson's
Plain, at the confluence of the Williams and
Hunter, was for some time considered too
exposed to the depredations of both natives
and escaped convicts, and settlement did not
begin until a military station was established
there by 1820, along with a government farm, a
courthouse and a government house.

Parts of the Hunter Valley were also occupied
by the early cedar-parties. While parties of
well-behaved convicts were placed at Wallis
Plains on the later site of Maitland on a
semi-permanent basis, transient groups of
timber getters probably also combed the banks
of the Paterson (originally known as Cedar
Arm})}, and much of the temperate rainforest had
been stripped of cedar by 1821. The men put
up temporary, rough huts of bark or slabs,
both on the river banks and on the massive
rafts of up to 75 logs on which they floated
over elght days down the Hunter to the timber
vards at Newcastle.

During the 1810's the status of Newcastle as a
secure repository for the colony's hardened
criminals was steadily eroded. Convicts
escaped in increasing numbers, in spite of the
dangers of starvation, hostile blacks and
severe punishments. They travelled southwards
along the coast to Broken Bay where they
followed the Hawkesbury inland to the
settlements at Windsor, to be hidden and
employed by settlers there. Their journey was
made easier by the location of the first
overland route between Windsor and Jerry's
Plains in the middle Hunter in 1819, By 1821
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they were leaving in groups and Macguarie
received constant, exasperated reports of the
growing, uncontrollable abscondings.

The problems of the settlement at Newcastle
came to represent the inherent contradiction
in the colony generally - its role as a place
of penal servitude was constantly challenged
and made difficult by the needs and activities
of the settlers it also nurtured. Macgquarie
had been aware for some time that the growing
demand for land, accompanied by the need for
road access and services for the swelling
ranks of free immigrants would make the
opening of the Hunter Valley inevitable. He
had written to Earl Bathurst in 1819:
Extensive plains of rich and fertile
land being found at no great distance
along the three principal sources of the
River Hunter (have) now become an object
of valuable consideration in the
necessary increase in population.

The eventual opening of the valley in 1821 was
not an abrupt turnabout - it was more like a
slow leak which gquickly developed into a
flood. By the time the convicts were actually
removed to the, again isolated, settlement at
Port Macquarie, there were already 21 settlers
in the Hunter Valley, and grazing had begun on
a semi-official basgis in the middle Hunter by
John Howe, 12

One of the settlers on the Paterson was
colonial-born John Powell, a master mariner
who had worked the coast of New South Wales
for ten years. In mid 1821 he was granted a
farm of 60 acres on the east bank of the
Paterson River, south of the later site of
Paterson township, just outside the present
day Shire. He named his farm Orange Grove
and, like earlier settlers on their small
farms further downstream, built a wattle and
daub cottage.13 At the end of his first yvear
there, a much larger grant of 1,300 acres to
the north of his property was made to William
Dun, a settler newly arrived with his family.
Dun was the first of a wave of well-connected,
wealthy and articulate men who took up vast
estates of the best portions of land.’? fThe
two men, settled side by side, thus represent
the transition of the Hunter Valley's
settlement, from the modest, small, haphazard
plots of the early convicts, emancipist and
colonial-born settlers, to the extensive,
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gridded estates of the new, wealthy and
influential settlers who arrived in the 1820s

and 1830s, and who so rapidly altered forever
the face of the river wvalleys.
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THEME 4 : THE FIRST WAVE : LAND SETTLEMENT
1820 - c1836

The traveller's attention is everywhere
arrested by a busy agriculture; houses
and yards of respectable settlers,
healthy and well-fed labourers; and
every appearance denoting rapid
improvement,

Henry Dangar, 1828

Like most of his contemporaries, Surveyor
Dangar was eager to convey an image of idyllic
pastoral splendour in his description of the
Hunter Valley settlements in 1828. This
account belies the difficulties, hardship and
strife endured by most pioneers in
establishing themselves on the new lands, but
it also encapsulates the way the colonists
generally saw themselves and the colony. The
discovery of rich and promising lands to the
west in 1815, and the opening of the Hunter
Valley in 1820 inspired a new view of the
colony as a "true mine of colonial wealth"2
and engendered boundless optimism, confidence
and energy on the part of the colonists.
Thomas Potter MacQueen, a major Hunter Valley
landholder, boasted that "The colony at no
distant future [will be] a settlement of
tenfold greater value than the entire British
possessions added together,"3

After the great land rush of the 1820's and
during the consolidation period of the 1830's,
the Hunter Valley became the "garden of the
colony”, with its verdant river flats, grand
estates and thriving population. The valley
had been the first outlying area discovered,
the latest opened up and the most rapidly
settled and these peculiar circumstances
resulted in a distinctive development and
character.

The remarkable rapidity of the wvalley's
settlement is its most outstanding feature.
In the ten years after 1829, 15,000,000 acres
passed into private hands, and during the
first five, settlers had taken up most river
frontages including those of the lower
Paterson and Williams Rivers to the heads of
navigation. Between 1825 and 1830 this
pattern continued, with settlers pushing
further along the valley of the upper Hunter
and the narrow upper valleys of Dungog Shire.
The better lands behind the riverside grants
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were also selected. As grants had to be
surveyed, the pattern of settlement followed
roughly the progress of Henry Dangar's survey.
Most of the land in the Dungog Shire was
originally alienated between 1820 and 1830.%4

The second distinctive characteristic of the
Hunter's settlement was the type of settler
Wwho went there. As a result of its twenty-
year closure to free settlement because of the
penal settlement at Newcastle, by the time of
its opening in 1820, the local demand for
grazing and other lands had been largely
satisfied by the areas to the west, south-west
and south of the Cumberland Plain. The 1820's
were also a period of greatly increased
immigration, and it was these men and women
who, preferring the Hunter to the areas
inland, rapidly took up land there.?>

The majority of the new settlers were "men of
substance and standing .... Many ... with
capital and the patronage of influential
members of the British or colonial society".®
The colony drew retired naval and military
officers, successful merchants, British
farmers and their sons, and the sons and
relatives of the colony's civil and military
officers. These men, mostly aged between 20
and 30, brought with them both capital to
invest in their properties and the new methods
and implements of the Agragrian Revolution.
As Perry comments, "All in all, they were
people who because o0of their capital,
exXperience, ability and age, might be expected
to be remarkably successful settlers."’” And,
to a large extent, they were.

The government's land policy reinforced this
pattern, because it made capital a
prerequisite of land ownership. Bigges'
report had recommended that the land be
allocated to those with capital to develop it,
and in accordance with how much wealth they
brought into the colony. A new settler was
thus awarded 640 acres for every five hundred
pounds sterling he possessed in cash and
goods, and the gize of the grant directly
reflected the wealth of the settler. Between
1825 and 1828 more than 40% of the holdings
exceeded 1000 acres, and a further 20%
exceeded 500 acres.

Convicts were assigned to the landowners in
accordance with their ability to feed and
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clothe them, thus aiding in the process of
establishing the estates and easing the burden
on the government. As a result, the valley's
population also had a high proportion of
convicts - 69% of the men in the district were
convicts, mainly assignees labouring on
estates too large to be worked otherwise.”.
The early land settlement pattern was thus
completely reversed. The first small farms at
Patersons Plains and Wallis Plains were worked
by ticket-of-leave men, ex-convicts or men of
modest means who were generally inexperienced
and poorly equipped. By contrast, the estates
were regularly laid out, extensive, and run by
men with experience, knowledge and capital to
invest in them, and were worked by as many
convicts as they could afford to keep. The
latter type became the dominant and striking
feature of the valley's settlement, although
the modest, small farms did continue to some
extent around the early centres and later on
the Williams around Clarence Town.'0 Convicts
and emancipists were alsc present as farmers
to a small extent. Greene has shown that of
about 400 grantees in the Hunter, the ex-
convict and ticket-of-leave men totalled
forty.11 The small farms averaged 36 acres.
QOf the 36 farms of less than 99 acres in 1828,
about half were worked by ex-conviects, and a
third by free men. Most were highly
cultivated (43 out of every 100 acres) and
most farms had a small herd of cattle (about
31), probably using adjacent lands to graze
them.

The 64 medium-sized farms (100-~999 acres)
existing in 1828 were distributed throughout
the Hunter Valley. Half were worked by free
men and a gquarter by ex-convicts. Only 8% of
the lands of these farms was cultivated and
the average herd of cattle had 135 head.
Only ten grazed sheep in herds of around 380
head.

The large estates occupied 91% of the area of
alienated land, and all but eight of the total
of 153 were owned by immigrant, mainly newly
arrived settlers. Of the eight, only two were
emancipists. The large landowners cultivated
an average of 2% of their holdings, and ran
herds averaging 243 head and flocks of 1158
head.12

The process of selecting, taking up and
personally establishing the estates was not as
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straightforward as it might seem in
retrospect. In the first place, a large
proportion chose their land either by sending
agents to look at it, or by locating it on a
map in the Surveyor General's office. As a
result, particularly in the latter case, the
land selected often turned out to be worthless
swamps or barren watersheds, and a poor
selection invariably lead to repeated requests
for alternative grants.13 Campbell has shown
that, of the settlers listed in Dangar's
Emigrants Guide, around 1/3 had sold or
otherwise disposed of their selected lands
prior to the issue of the deed of grant. Of
those who did retain their properties, many
chose to reside in Sydney, relegating the
running of their properties to agents and
managers.14 In Dungog Shire, however, a large
proportion of the holdings were built up and
cccupied by their owners, and the district
soon earned a reputation as a richly
productive and highly enterprising area,
leading the way in industries such as tobacco,
viticulture, 9grains and, later, stock
breeding.

The Settlement of Dungog Shire

These settlements are among the most
respectable of the colony, the great
bulk of the properties consisting of
military and naval officers, or free
emigrants. The alluvial banks of the
Paterson and Williams rivers are heavily
timbered but the forest land is open and
grassy and in every way suitable for
pasture without cutting down a single
tree.

Peter Cunningham, Two

Years in N,.S.W., 1827.

Peter Cunningham's account, written a short
five years after the first settlers took up
land in Dungog Shire (1821) conveys a sense of
solidity and permanence. It was almost as if
they had always been there, that the trees had
been purposely so widely spaced to allow
cattle to be grazed. By the time Two Years in
N.S.W. was published, settlers had already
firmly established themselves around the later
township of Paterson and north along the
Paterson and Allyn Rivers to Gresford, and
also along the Williams River around Seaham.
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Although most of the land, like that of the
Hunter Valley generally, was taken up very
rapidly over a ten-~year period, three stages,
defined mainly by area, are discernible. The
first stage, 1821 to 1824, was the alienation
of the alluvial and forest lands along the
Paterson and, to a lesser extent, on the lower
Williams. On the Paterson it extended from
the earlier settlement at Patersons Plains to
around the head of navigation at Gostwyck.
Less rapid progress was made along the
Williams, after the relatively late start at
Nelsons Plains, at this early stage stopping
short of the later town site of Clarence Town.
The second stage was the rapid filling up of
the Gresford district between 1825 and 1827,
when settlers took up lands on the upper
Paterson and Allyn Rivers. The third stage,
1828 - 1830, saw the settlement of the
Williams Valley from below Clarence Town up to
Bandon Grove and Munni beyond Dungog.

The three phases had their origins in both
historical and environmental factors. During
the first stage, land was taken up close to
the previously settled and thus familiar
Patersons Plains, and this area was first to
be surveyed by Dangar, as well as offering
rich lands. As discussed in Theme 3, the
later settlement of Nelsons Plains because of
security problems had the effect of delaying
the settlement of the Williams to the second
half of the decade.

Stage 1: 1821-1824 Lower Paterson and Williams
Rivers

Early Settlers at Patersons Plains

After the valley was finally opened for free
settlers in 1821, the proper survey of the
area became necessary, and on 1 March 1822
Surveyor General Oxley instructed Assistant
Surveyor Henry Dangar to divide the valley
into squares of 36 miles, each of which was to
be surveyed in sections of one square mile,
and each settler allowed up to 1 mile of river
frontage (see Fig. 11). Dangar's rectilinear
survey was literally superimposed on the
earlier haphazard arrangement of grants at
Patersons Plains, and it was decided to
transfer some of the farms to another site so
that the remainder could be enlarged to fit
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the regular grid pattern. The small settlers
were offered the choice of removal to new 100-
acre grants on the Williams River, or of
leasing their enlarged existing farms. Some
went up the Williams towards Clarence Town
while others remained and later became tenants
of the Church and Schools Corporation which
acguired the land in 1829,16

Orange Grove, John Powell, 1821

John Powell's Orange Grove property, located
below the later Paterson village site, and
just outside the Shire, was the earliest in
the district and one of the last of the
earlier-style type of small farm. (See Fig.
3a). The colonial-born mariner received the
60 acre grant in mid 1821 and by 1828 he had
increased his acreage to 130 and of this a
large proportion was cleared (80 acres) and
cultivated (57 acres). Powell resided on the
property with his family and worked it with
the assistance of eleven convicts employed as
labourers, pigmen, bullock drivers, stockmen,
an overseer and a house servant.

Duninald, William Dun, 1821

Captain William Dun, the first of the wave of
new settlers was granted 1,200 acres adjacent
and to the north of Powell's Orange Grove in
1821, almost upon his arrival in the colony.
(See Fig. 3a). Thirteen convicts were assigned
to him to establish the property, and like
most settlers, he was eager to increase his
holdings to the maximum size of 2,000 acres
and his later application was successful.
During the early 'twenties he built his
residence, Duninald, now most likely the
oldest building in the district, and is said
to have lived in Government House in Sydney
while construction was underway. It is a
symmetrical building of rendered sandstock
bricks with a steeply pitched, hipped shingled
roocf extending over toc form a verandah set on
chamfered posts. Chimneys of rubble stonework
stand at either end, and the house has cedar
multi-paned windows. A Norfolk Island
Hibiscus (Lagunaria Patersonii) that stands in
the front garden is probably contemporary with
the house. It must have been a rather grand
home, compared with the wattle-and-daub
dwellings nearby and at Patersons Plains.]
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Tocal, Jameg Phillips Webber, 1822

One of the best-known and most successful
properties in the Hunter Valley, Tocal, was a
2,000 acre grant to James Phillips Webber in
1822, (See Fig. 3a). He had arrived with his
brother John in 1821 and the men were well
connected -~ their father was a General in the
British Army and their mother the sister of
Viscount Strangford. John took up a grant at
Penshurst, north of Gresford.

By 1834 Tocal had been enlarged to 3,320 acres
and James P. Webber epitomized the young, well
informed, enterprising and wealthy immigrant
settler. He had planted a flourishing
vineyard and fruit trees, he ran cattle and
sheep, and built a brick cottage with a stable
attached and an impressive two storey stone
barn (1830). Webber decided to return to
England in 1834 and he sold the property to
Caleb and Felix Wilson of Newtown.! It was
described by this time as
«ese.a fine estate....nearly the whole of
which is fine alluvial land set on the
navigable Paterson River,. There are
several acres of the most beautiful
vineyvard.... the steamer passes the
estate weekly. There is a fine orchard
and upwards of 3,000 acres of the
richest land now for cultivation., The
whole being well-watered in the driest
season and having the advantage of an
excellent sheep and cattle run with
various paddocks, a cottage, out house,
barn etc.
Many of these buildings, together with the
later two-storey homestead still stand,
forming a striking complex representing this
early phase of settlement.

Tillimby, John Herring Boughton, 1822

John Herring Boughton received 2,000 acres
with a vast river frontage onto the Paterson,
north of the later town site in October 1822,
(See Fig. 3a). He had arrived with his wife
Charlotte only a month earlier and appears to
have taken up the land immediately. By 1828
he had ten convict workers, including a
shepherd, ploughman and bullock driver for his
various activities. Boughton later discovered
a payable seam of c¢oal on Tillimby and went
down to Lake Macquarie to acquire some skilled
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miners. However, he drowned on the journey
and nothing more came of the coal-mining
project. Boughton appears to have erected a
house in the 1820's which later became the
service wing of Tillimby, built in 1835. The
earliest wing is the only extant section
remaining., An early lath and plaster church
and a burial ground datinq from 1825 were also
located on the property.2

Bona Vista, James Phillips, 1822

Captain James Phillips' property of 2090 acres
adjoined the later township of Paterson to the
south. (See Fig. 3a) He had arrived with his
wife and five children in 1822 bearing a
letter of introduction from Under Secretary
Goulburn recommending that he be granted land
in proportion with his capital. Twenty
convicts were also assigned to him.

It appears that his estate did not flourish on
the scale of the others in the district. 1In
1828 the number of convicts was reduced to 14
and twelve of these were listed simply as
labourers. In 1829 part or all of the
property was advertised to let and was
described with the usual enthusiasm as a
"valuable farm... the run for cattle is
unequalled in the district and watered in the
driest season".22 A "vessel of 50 tons" could
be berthed at the wharf and the lessee could
acquire a small herd of cattle, working
bullocks and tools. Phillips continued to
live on the property and made money through
his interests in the developing town of
Paterson. In 1833 he commissioned the noted
colonial architect John Verge, then a
landowner at Wallarobba, to design a public
house on his property near the village. Verge
drew up a handsome Georgian style brick
building which became known as the Paterson
Arms Inn. When it was auctioned in 1840 it
was considered a "remarkably well-built
building of a superior order of architecture,
finished in an elegant and substantial
style"23 (see Figs. 12 and 13). The building
stood until its demolition in 1949 because of
poor condition, and so ocur precious stock of
Verge buildings was diminished. With the
growth of the township, and probably also as a
result of the withdrawal of convict labour,
Phillips subdivided 100 allotments from the
north eastern part of his estate and auctioned
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them in 1840. He thus supplemented the
limited 90 acre size of the official town.
The rest of the estate was subdivided and
disposed of by auction in February 1855 (see
Fig. 15 ). At this stage the early Victorian
style (c1850) house, still extant, had been
erected "...on a first rate site , so
commodious as to be admirably adapted to and
suitable for a family of the first
respectability™24, The one and a half
storeyed house has a timber return verandah
and large attics with dormer windows.

Cintra and Clarendon Park, Susannah Matilda

Ward, 1823

Susannah Matilda Ward arxived in the colony
with her husband and six children in 1820, and
upon the death of her husbhand socon after, she
received a grant of 1000 acres and also became
Matron of the Female Orphan School at
Parramatta. In 1823 she took up 640 acres on
the west bank of the Paterson River (Cintra)
adjacent to Bona Vista and later 500 acres on
the east side (Clarendon Park). (See Fig. 3a).
She became one of the valley's absentee
landholders, residing in Sydney, and Cintra
was advertised to let in 1827, described as
"excellent pasture and arable land".25 an
unofficial settlement developed on it along
the river, just north west of the Paterson
township (later Commercial Road) with several
cottages, a flour mill and inns. (See Fig.
16). As the estate was close to the head of
navigation, 1local settlers successfully
petitioned for a wharf to be built on the
Paterson town site in 1830. In 1832 the
government exchanged ninety acres of Cintra
for the township, for land in Princes Street,
Sydney. The enterprising widow remarried in
18417, by which time she was living on one of
her properties, probably Clarendon Park. She
resided there almost up to her death in 1862.
Clarendon Park did not develop as an important
estate, as it contained little good land.26

Gostwyck, Edward Gostwyck Cory, 1823

E.G. Cory was an enterprising and energetic
settler who became one of the best known and
most prominent landowners in the district.
Gostwyck, his estate on the Paterson River
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north of Paterson was a very successful
holding. (See Fig. 3a). Cory had arrived with
his brother John in 1823 and received his
grant of 2030 acres in September that year,
Part of the land was immediately set aside for
a vineyard, one of the earliest in this wine
growing area, and later he grew tobacco
successfully, as well as the staples of wheat,
barley and maize. By 1828 the estate was
thriving and had expanded to 4,800 acres, of
which 300 were cleared and cultivated. Cory
and his wife employed 23 convicts, including
15 labourers, 2 stockmen (for the herd of 320
cattle and the 16 horses), 2 servants, a
groom, a shoemaker, a dairyman and a cooper.
He built his first house, a small slab cottage
named Vineyard Cottage by 1829.27

During the early 1830's Cory made pioneering
explorations over the Moonboy Ranges to the
Tablelands and New England regions to the
north west. After squatting on land which
later became the site of Tamworth, he took up
land on Salisbury Waters near Armidale,
establishing a second Gostwyck and Terrible
Vale. These properties were disposed of in
1834 and 1837 respectively. Cory had in the
meantime built a water driven flour mill
(1851) on the Paterson River at its confluence
with Martins Creek, and ground wheat and maize
for local producers (see Fig. 8). In 1836 he
built the mansion Gostwyck to replace Vineyard
Cottage, which became an inn. The homestead,
still standing, was a suitably impressive,
substantial two storeyed house, which
epitomised Cory's standing and success. By
1842, when it was advertised to let, the
property comprised an extensive complex of
house, servants quarters, barns and office, a
vineyard of 5 acres and a large kitchen
garden. Cory held the property until his
death in 1873, by which time it covered 5,100
acres. It was not subdivided until 1902.213

Vinevard, George J. Frankland, 1823

The Vineyard estate, adjoining Gostwyck, was
granted to George J. Frankland in 1823 after
hisg arrival in July that year. (See Fig. 3a).
After his death two years later, J.J. Cory of
the adjoining Cory Vale purchased the
property. A section named Mowbray, on which
Frankland's widow built the brick Mowbray
House in the 1840's (now demolished), was
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leased until Frankland's sons were old enough
to manage it. The property was another wine-
producing estate of the Paterson River
district. Mowbray House had been preceded by
an earlier house with two parlours, three
bedrooms, cellars and offices.29

Corvy Vale and Vacy, John J. Cory, 1824

Edward Cory's brother, John J. Cory acquired
his grant of two portions totalling 1,200
acres in 1824 at the confluence of the
Paterson and Allyn Rivers., (See Fig. 3a). He
presumably cleared and planted the land with
the usual crops and possibly grapes, although
the property was not listed in the 1828
census. J.J. Cory returned to England in
1831, and after his death in 1839, his brother
Gilbert inherited the estates. Gilbert Cory
had arrived in Sydney in 1830 and moved to the
Paterson in 1831, building Neyarro on the Cory
Vale estate. The private township of Vacy
later grew up along the road to Gresford at
the c¢crossing of the Paterson River, and
survived as such until the property was
subdivided in 1927.30

Brisbane Grove, George and Vincent Williams,
1824,

A medium sized grant of 500 acres was made to
George Williams in March 1824 and in the same
vear a further 60 acres of adjoining land was
granted to his brother Vincent. (See Fig. 3a).
By 1828, the brothers, with the help of seven
convicts, had 20 acres cleared and 50 under
crops, in addition to a small herd of 50
cattle. By 1834 the property had been sold to
Felix and Caleb Wilson, who advertised it for
lease, along with Tocal, in that year. It was
described as a “"compact estate of 560 acres,
60 acres of which is let to various tenants, a
comfortable house and excellent barn and
stockyards".3T The property was leased to
Samuel Kingston of Dungog, and later to Joseph
Tucker whose son W.C. Tucker eventually
purchased it in 1893,32

Settlement along the Williams River

While these men and women were rapidly
transforming the Paterson district, settlement
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was also steadily moving along the Williams
River north from Nelsons Plains outside the
present shire. By 1820 there was "a small
government farm, a Court House and a military
depot, and a Government House built by Major
Morrisett" at Nelsons Plains.33 The land on
the west side of the Williams was held by the
government until 1829, when it was granted to
the Church and Schools Corporation. On the
east side, grants were made in 1823 to J.
Pennington (1550 acres), J. Threw (1310
acres), J. Newton (1200 acres), P. Sinclair
(860 acres) and, further north, to G. Smith
(300 acres). Five more grants were made in
the following vears around Seaham on the east
side of the river, to A. Dixon (1600 acres,
including Porphry, Feldspar and Bonamba), Hugh
Torrance (2000 acres) and W. and W. Fisher in
1825 (1500 acres, Brandon). By 1825
settlement still stopped short of the less
fertile areas of the site of Clarence Town,
although a few emancipist farmers from
Patersons Plains had been relocated on small
allotments just below it,34

Stage II: 1825 - 1828 Paterson and Allyn
Rivers around Gresford

After the first rush to the Paterson during
the early 1820s, there was a brief pause,
during 1825, before the next wave of settlers
took up land along the upper Paterson and the
Allyn River in 1826, One settler, John
Phillips Webber took up Penshurst north of
Gresford in 1825, and he was followed by
George Townsend, Charles Boydell and Dr.
Alexander Park in 1826, at Trevallyn,
Camyrallyn and Lewinsbrook respectively. In
1827 John McIntyre took up Torryburn and by
1828 the Cardonass and Pattimore estates had
been taken up by James Adair, and other grants
had been made to men such as William Bucknell
(Elmshall), S.L. Adair (Lennoxton) and Coleonel
Snodgrass.

Penshurst, John Phillips Webber, 1825

John Phillips Webber had arrived with his
brother James, of Tocal, and selected his land
on the then isolated area at the present day
location of Mt Rivers, high on the Paterson
River. He did not hold it for long, for it
was s0ld to George Townsend of Trevallyn on
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Gresford:
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Lewinsbrook,
Gresford:
Significant
Building

the day of the Tocal sale in May 1834 for one
thousand pounds., It was subdivided in 1855
and again in 1914,33

Trevallvn, George Townsend, 1826

George Townsend had arrived with Alexander
Park and Charles Boydell in 1826 and the three
men selected adjoining properties in the same
year. Townsend was a very active man who
planted vineyards and tobacco and established
a short-lived jam factory for the produce of
his apple, pear and peach orchards. During
the 18308 he, like his contemporaries, built a
fine and impressive house on an elevated site
overlooking the river, It was a handsome two
storey building, very similar to Tocal and
Dunmore, with an encircling bellcast verandah.
The house was sketched by several visitors
such as Conrad Martens and Emily Anne Manning,
and the latter also sketched a fanciful gothic
style gardener's cottage set in Trevallyn's
extensive gardens in about 1859, (See Figs. 59
and 10)., The estate had become, like many
others, well-established, productive and
endowed with all the symbols of the successful
wealthy landowner. 3

Lewinsbrook, Alexander Park, 1826

Alexander Park selected 2560 acres along
Lewinsbrook Creek between Trevallyn, and
Charles Boydell's Camyrallyn. He planted a
vineyard on it during the 1830s and his
homestead, a well-proportioned, symmetrical,
single storeyed Georgian style house was
erected about 1839 and still stands. Tt
features very thick walls and_an encircling
verandah set on square columns.

Camyrallyn, Charles Boydell, 1826

Charles Boydell, a well written and evidently
well-respected man, selected a grant of 640
acres around the present day site of Gresford.
He named it Camyrallyn and became well-known
for his pioneering work in the cultivation and
manufacture of tobacco. By the end of 1830 he
had 3 acres of tobacco, 40 acres of wheat, 6
acres of corn, 600 head of sheep and 80
cattle, and had erected a hut of slabs which
lasted until 1835, A new house of stone and
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Cardonass

Gresford:
Archaeological
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brick was begun in 1834, and when it was
finished it contained a parlour, bedroomn,
dining room and verandah. (See Fig. 7).
Extensions were made in 1837, while the estate
continued to prosper. When James P. Webber
left the district in 1834, he gave Boydell a
parcel of his best vine cuttings with which to
establish a vineyard.3

Torryburn, John McIntyre, 1827

John McIntyre selected two portions of 2,000
acres each, one a reserve for purchase, on the
Allyn River in December 1827. It had an
extensive river frontage and was well watered
by creeks. By 1830 he had erected a house
with three rooms, a kitchen and breadoven, and
a dairy, and he employed at least nine
convicts., The property became known as "the
tobacco ground" at an early stage.

McIntyre's promising start was shortlived,
however. He was reputedly a gquick tempered,
difficult man and in September 1830 he
disappeared, and was presumed murdered. A
convict shepherd of Torryburn came forward two
vears later declaring himself and two others
guilty of the murder, although the body was
never found.

The property later became celebrated for the
tobacco grown on it. In 1932 Ruby Doyle
remembered an early home on the property which
preceded the "modern brick villa" on the
homestead site at the time of subdivision in
1908,39 Torryburn inspired a young Dorothea
Mackellar to write the famous poem "My
Country" during her stay there in 1908.

Other settlers about whom less is known also
arrived in the district, including James Adair
of Cardonass and Pattimore, William Bucknell
of Elmshall, S.L. Adair of Lennoxton and the
Glennies of Orindinna. Adair built an early
homestead on Pattimore in the wvicinity of the
Cory lands, by 1828, and a twenty-roomed
Cardonass homestead is still extant. Bucknell
had established Elmshall by 1827 and the
Glennies' Orindinna later became famous for
its wines.40
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Stage ITITI: The Williams Valley, 1828-¢c1831

Just as the wave of settlers to the Gresford
district began to ease, settlers began moving
into the last area occupied from this early
period, Progress was, again, rapid and
quickly consumed all the most fertile land
along the Williams River from Clarence Town to
Munni, north of Dungog. The township of
Dungog eventually grew up at the centre of
grants set long the Williams.

During 1828, six major properties were taken
up. Between Dungog and Clarence Town,
Benjamin Solomon took up Thalaba, John Hooke
took up Wiry Gully (later Wirragulla) and the
Smeathmans took up Brookfield. All these
estates gave their names to later small
settlements. North of Dungog, Crawford Logan
Brown was granted Cairnsmore, Judge James
Dowling, Canningalla, and Charles Windeyver his
property, Tillegra. Windeyer was the chief
clerk of the police, then Assistant
Superintendent of Police, and finally Police

Magistrate1 and later became the first Mayor
of Sydney.4

Settlement continued at a similar rate in 1829
with the arrival of Duncan Forbes Mackay,
formerly superintendent of convicts at
Newcastle, who took up Melbee, abutting the
later town limits of Dungog. Lawrence Myles
took up Dingadee on the east side of the river
north of Dungog, Mann took up Munni and
William Forster the Mulconda estate near
Bandon Grove., A large grant was made to
Ferdinand 2Anley just south of Dungeg, and John
Verge named his property, near Wallarocbba,
Lyndhurst Vale. By 1829 several of these
properties and their owners were marked on
White's survey of the Williams River,
including Anley, Mann, Brown, Myles and
Windeyer's Bendolba. Huts were marked on
Mann's and Brown's properties.42

The brothers Archibald and George Mosman were
granted land on the Williams stretching from
the Allyn to the Chichester River. This was
purchased by John D. Lord in 1830 and became
the Underbank estate. Also in 1830, Mathew
Chapman, who had been a "very considerable
farmer"” in the north of England, was granted
1280 acres at Wallarobba which he named The
Grange. In the following year Henry Incledon
Pilcher was granted 1920 acres, alsoc at
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Wallarobba, where he intended tc grow grapes.
Small settlers arrived steadily to take up
allotments around Clarence Town between 1828
and 1830.43

A large tract of land forming a corridor on
the east side of the Williams River and west
of the Australian Agricultural Company's land
was granted to the Church and School Lands
Corporation. Dangar remarked that most of it
was "inferior third rate country...possessing
some rich arable lands on the river". The
Corporation had been formed in 1826 to
administer the 1/7 portion of each County
deemed a Clergy and Schools Estate for the
support of the Church of England and the
provision of schools throughout the colony.
The Corporation also received several
allotments originally intended for town sites,
including Seaham and Patersons Plains (1829).
However, it was dissolved in 1833, and all the
unsold land reverted to the Crown. A Village
Reserve was marked out on each Estate and the
balance usually so0old to neighbouring
settlers.

By 1831 the rush was over and the new
settlers, if they did not immediately dispose
of their land in one way or another, began the
arduous task of "...cutting down the
impenetrable forests and clothing the earth in
waving grain".4® A handful of further grants
were made during the 1830s. One of the most
notable was William Boydell's Caergrwle, in
1836, high up on the Allyn River, where the
later town of Allynbrook grew up. In 1837
William Lowe of the famous Marshall and Lowe
shipyards at Clarence Town took up land at
Glen William, and finally in 1840, Dr,
Lindeman bought Cawarra, near Gresford, and
applied his considerable knowledge and talents
as a vintner to establish one of the Hunter's
best known early vineyards.46

Development of Houses and Homesteads

The newly-arrived settlers set about
determinedly turning their lands to profitable
use and eventually displayed their success by
erecting impressive mansions in the style of
English estate manors. Usually they were
sited on prominent, highly visible sites, with
views over lands and rivers wherever possible.
These houses actualized early ambitions.
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However, as Deamer points out, the numerous
fine homes surviving in the Hunter Valley area
today have tended to give us a skewed view of
the early settlement period, and he cites J.F.
Wainwrights' 1857 description of the houses in
the Singleton district as "hovels".47 The
grand houses represent only those few who had
acqguired and held good land, and those who
were well enocugh financed and egquipped to
overcome the many difficulties thrown up by
the new land.

The problem of establishment/occupation is
similar to that of free settlers anywhere in
the colony during the nineteenth century. It
begins with modest huts of slab or wattle-and-
daub, and progresses, sometimes through brick
cottages and barns, towards grand houses with
attached complexes which often utilized and
incorporated the earlier structures.

In the first instance there is the contrast
between the mean huts of the early ex-convict
settlers and the sturdy cottages of slabs, and
sometimes of brick or stone, built initially
by the better-off free settlers. A slab house
typical of this stage is shown in PFig. 6.
Deamer points out that several of the most
wealthy did not even occupy this first type -
they could afford to build substantial houses
and mansions upon their arrival, meanwhile
residing with friends in the district or in
Sydney (for example, T.V. Bloomfield, George
Wyndam and Henry Dangar).

John Powell built his wattle and daub hut in
1821 at Orange Grove, in the manner of his
predecessors further down river, It was
probably the first and last of its type in the
district, since his neighbours arriving soon
after tended to build much more substantial
dwellings. However, temporary huts such as
those of Mann and Brown, and those later
illustrated by Emily Manning at Orindinna were
probably erected in the very early stages,
before the first slab or brick cottage was put
up. (See Figs. 4 and 5)49

The first cottages and houses were very
practical buildings, with little architectural
pretensions, which grew as needs changed.
Robert Scott of Glendon wrote that they were
usually "huts containing a single room and as
their needs increased (they) would add two
more rooms, one on each side, and surround the
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Fig. 4 : Emily Anne Manning's pencil sketch of simple slab and
bark huts at "Ordinninov Station”, probably Glennie’s
Orindinna estate, clB839. From her Sketchbook, Mitchell Library.

Fig. 5 : Emily Anne Menning's pencil sketch of slab bams under construction
at Eccleston, cl839, showing early type of construction. From her
Sketchbook, Mitchell Library.
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Fig., 6 : 2n unidentified, uwndated photograph of a sturdv slab cottage
with shingled roof in the Paterson district., This would have
been typical of the first phase of the settlers' housing.
(Mitchell Library).
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Fig, 7 : An unfinished sketch of Charles Boydell's Canyrallvn hcmestead,
cl839, This stone and brick house, with french windows replaced
the first slab dwelling in 1835. E.A. Manning, Sketchbook,
1itchell Iibrary. -
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building with a verandah",30 at Tocal, James
Webber built a brick cottage during the 1820s
and this, with its attached stable became part
of the complex which grew around it.
Similarly J.H. Boughton's first house at
Tillimby later became the service wing for the
larger house (c1835). George Frankland's
widow lived in a small house on the Vineyard
estate before the more substantial Mowbray
House was erected in the 1840s. Her
neighbour, Edward Cory first built a strong
slab cottage he named Vineyard Cottage, where
he lived until his Gostwyck mansion was
completed. The early cottage was in good
enough order to be converted to an inn at that
stage.

Charles Boydell was another who, in his early
years at Camyrallyn lived in a slab house. In
his Journal and Cash Book he commented wryly
on its discomforts in 1830, and the clash
between Buropean habits and colonial climate -
"I do not rightly know whether diverse cracks
in my hut have been filled up caused it to be
much hotter". @Later in that yvear he wrote
that he was preparing a verandah for the house
and was determined to "fill in the French
windows" and make it habitable, "for were it
not for the honor of the thing, one might with
almost equal comfort be in the air".> A new
house replaced the slab one in 1835. (See Figq.
7} On Brisbane Grove the large homestead was
reputedly built of slabs, held together with
wooden pegs and roofed with oak shingles.5

Two of the early permanent homes, Duninald
(now known as 0ld Duninald) and Melbee fell
into a transitional category - they were
certainly grander and more substantial than
the slab and brick cottages, yet did not equal
the stylized, impressive mansions which
followed. They were the houses of families
who could afford to build in a solid manner
upon their arrival. William Dun's house was
built about 1821 and is of typical shape and
detail, with a high-pitched roof extended over
a flagged verandah and chamfered timber posts.
The brick walls were rendered and lined to
imitate ashlar, and the house had twelve paned
windows and stone and cedar fireplaces.53
These details together with its size clearly
distinguished it from the more modest
dwellings of his contemporaries. Later in the
decade Duncan Forbes MacKay also built his
home in the same year he acquired his land,
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and it was also a single-storeyed, sprawling
homestead of local stone and shingles, with a
kitchen and adjoining room on one side and a
barn. It was not replaced until the
Victorian-style Melbee was built of brick and
slate around 1886. The original kitchen and
barn are still extant.®? The present Duninald
is similarly a Victorian replacement of
William Dun's first home.

A later arrival, Edwin Way, bought land off
George Townsend's Trevallyn estate in about
1842, naming it Cleveden. Although he was
part of the next wave of settlers, the
establishment pattern was similar, and
especially interesting because he chose to
upgrade the early slab hut by plastering it,
extending it and adding a verandah. He wrote
in 1842
Our house which was a miserable hut when
I arrived is now a substantial edifice
and having an abundance of limestone we
have just plastered it within and
without which gives it a very neat
appearance. 1t consists of one sitting
room and a dining room twenty feet
square next to which is our business
room and library 12 feet square
adjoining is my bedroom twelve feet
square, adjoining which is the barracks
or vistors room 20x15. At the back is
Durbin's (his partner) room, a small
store and pantry, a spacious verandah
runs the whole length of the front and
around two sides of the house....
This first home was replaced by an imposing
colonial-style two-storeyed brick home, still
extant but minus the upper floor.>3

The next architectural phase was what Deamer
terms that of the "noteworthy" houses. It
involved a fundamental reversal of the earlier
tendency towards functional houses which had
been built and extended more according to the
needs than to preconceived architectural
considerations. The new mansions on the other
hand, strove to adhere to the latter. Their
plans consisted of a "simple and restricted
arrangement of blocks containing the wvarious
rooms in the 'grand manner' about a main and
sub axis".5® Most were constructed in stages,
a block at a time, of stone or brickwork, with
roofs of slate, shingles or occasionally sheet
metal. The stone walls often comprised two
skins, an outer one of ashlar masonary and an
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inner wall of rubble work tied to the outer
wall by throughstones.57 Bricks were burnt on
site by itinerant brickmakers who set up their
mills, patterns and kilns near suitable clay
on the property. Sawyers also set up their
camps and sawpits close to the new building.
The quality of the joinery generally employed
was of an excellent standard in these houses.
Red cedar was used for doors, shutters,
windows, interior Jjoinery and most
importantly, the front entrance, the focal
point of the house, where the joiner exhibited
the best of his skills,>8

Most of the fine houses were built in the
1830s. Of the classic two-storeved
symmetrical mansions, Tocal, Gostwyck, and
Trevallyn stand out. The first two are
extant, but Trevallyn was demolished some time
after 1932. Tillimby was apparently another
built alcong these lines, but is so far
undocumented.

E.G. Cory's Gostwyck was described in 1842 as
a "capital two-storey dwelling house of eight
rooms and entrance hall on the ground floor
and three very large rooms over the same".59
It was built of brick (rendered in 1903) and
comprised a main two-storeyed block and two
service wings (one now demolished) forming a
U~shape. A pillared and originally flagged
verandah encircled the lower storey. (See
Figs. 8 and 59).60

Tocal, erected by Felix Wilson in about 18389
is set prominently on a ridge above a lagcon.
It was possibly designed by John Verge who was
also linked with Trevallyn. It is, again two-
storeyed with brick walls (now painted) and
stone quoins, and features the encircling
bellcast verandah, flagged paving, white
pillars and tall french windows. Trevallyn
was very similar, with its symmetrical two-
storeyed facades, hipped roof, multi-paned
windows and bellcast verandah. Emily
Mannings' 1839 sketch of Trevallyn shows a
wing which appears to have been an earlier
house. (See Fig. 9). Boughton's Tillimby was
set on the main axis of the Gostwyck group, on
the opposite side of the Paterson River. It
was also a two-storeyed building with service
wings at the rear forming a U-shape.62

Alexandexr Park chose a handsome single
storeyed home of pleasing symmetry and
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Fig. 8

2n early view of E.G. Cory's impressive Gostwyck, set in highly
romanticised landscape, and showing Cory's water-driven mill and
dam in the foreground. One of the two service wings are visible and
a man crosses the Paterson by punt with his horse and cart.
(Mitchell Library).
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Fig. 9 : George Tovmsend's Trevallyn, on Paterson River, cl839. The
design was typical of many of the districts' grand houses,
closely reserbling CGostwyck, Tocal and Dumore. The rmore
modest, vewacular-style house in the foreground may have heen
an earlier dwelling. E.A. Mamning, Sketchbook, Mitchell Library.

The charming gardener's cottage at Trevallyn, an early example of the
picturesque gothic style, cl839. E.A. Mamning, Sketchbook, Mitchell Library.
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restrained detail. Lewinsbrook is set on a
rise and has a sweeping hipped roof and
rhythmic french windows opening out onto a
wide flagged verandah lined with simple
columns.®3” " Charles Boydell was meanwhile busy
improving his own lodgings by erecting a stone
house with brick chimneys and a shingled roof,
which contained a parlour, dining room,
verandah, and two more rooms added 1in
1837.(See Fig. 7).64

The function of the house had thus by this
stage transcended the simple need for
adequate, comfortable and permanent shelter.
It was now an essential symbol of its owner's
success and prosperity, a material statement
of his conguest of the land and its
difficulties, and a proclamation of European
supremacy and the arrival of 'civilization'.
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THEME 5 : THE EARLY GOVERNMENT INFLUENCE

The role of the government in colonial N.S.W.
was a vital one. It fostered the enterprise
of its colonists and it shaped the framework
of many towns and settlements through its land
policy and surveys. The process of expansion
was also interactive. It was the settlers'
need for new pasture which eventually found a
way across the Blue Mountains, their demand
for land which made the opening of the Hunter
Valley inevitable, their regquirements for
regulation and services which brought the
courts, lock-ups and police stations, the post
offices, roads and bridges.

The government influenced the development of
the Hunter Valley right from the beginning.
It sent official parties to explore and gather
information and later, in its capacity as a
gaol-administrator, established the penal
settlement at Newcastle, thus precluding free
settlement. As has been discussed it was this
early use which eventually resulted in the
valley's distinctive population and
development.

The first of the Hunter's farmers, the convict
and ex-convict settlers, were set down on the
fertile plains at the government's initiative,
while gangs of convict cedar cutters were sent
to cut the red cedar out of the forests. PBoth
farmers' settlements and cedar gangs' camps
formed the nuclei of later settlements such as
Paterson, Clarence Town and Dungog, and
numerous towns in the lower and middle Hunter.

Land Settlement Policy and Territorial
Division

The most striking aspect of the government's
early influence was its land settlement
policy, which was manifested in the physical
appearance of the land, divided into estates,
farms and houses. The government was also in
a sense the architect of the valley's social
structure because of its land alienation
policy. Land was granted in accordance with
the capital brought into the colony, and
convicts were assigned both to aid the
landowner in establishing and working the
property, and to rid the government of the
expense of maintaining them.
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Two systems of land alienation were
established by Brisbane in 1824 - first,
outright land auctions, with a 10% discount
for cash and refund of money if sufficient
convicts were employed; and second, grants
without purchase, whereby a prospective
settler had to first show that he could invest
25% of the upset price in improvements, and
then paid 5% guit rent after a seven year
grace period. Although survey was supposed to
be a prerequisite, most grants were taken up
without it, since the Surveyor General's
Department was understaffed and hopelessly in
arrears. When Darling arrived he found that
most grantees could not meet the terms of
finance. In spite of this, the payment
requirements were retained to discourage
speculators, while the survey condition and
the convict allowance were done away with.]

Darling established a more straightforward
system of land allocation according to capital
- for every five hundred pounds brought to the
colony, 640 acres would be granted, up to
2,000 acres. Outright sales were few, while
most settlers, such as William Dun, J.P.
Webber and Edward Long, lost no time in
applying for the maximum possible grant, and
often acquired further lands through various
means. The result was the huge estates such
as those of Webber, and John McIntyre who
owned 9,000 acres by 1829.2

By 1831 it was apparent that the system had
failed in terms of limiting both the spread of
settlement and the size of estates, and also
in raising revenue since most could still not
afford to pay. In that year, another scheme
devised by Lord Goderich was introduced. It
continued the policy of limiting alienation to
the settled counties and proposed that sales
be the only method of acquiring land, with the
minimum upset price of 5 shillings an acre.
Purchasers were required to pay 10% deposit
and the balance before possession in an effort
to generate revenue, keep prices up and limit
sales., The impact of these regulations was
initiated by the existence of boundless, free
lands for the pasturage of stock. Landowners
such as Cory, Dangar and W.H.Warland had
pushed to the north in the twenties, and had
squatted and later established stations in the
New England, Gwydir and Liverpocl Plains
districts.
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While the government's attempts to limit the
size of holdings and the spread of settlement
generally failed, its survey and land division
policies laid the foundation for Australia's
rectilinear landscape. When the Hunter was
opened up for settlement, Henry Dangar was
instructed to survey it in straight lines
forming a 1 mile square grid pattern, and all
grants to be slotted into this formation. (See
Fig. 11). The o0ld plots at Patersons and
Wallis Plains were accordingly adjusted, and
later settlement followed Dangar's progress
along the rivers. No settler was to have a
river frontage more than a mile long. In
relation to the earlier, chaotic system, the
progress of the survey was ordered and
regular, but in the rush for land conflicts
over boundaries still occurred, for example,
the protracted argument between John Verge of
Lyndhurst Vale and John Hooke of Wiry Gully
between 1828 and 1832.4

Up until the time Dangar commenced his grid-
pattern survey in 1821, the colony had been
divided into thirty-two Constable's districts.
In that year Brisbane introduced a system of
townships based on the American model - a
tract of land of 36 sgquare miles with a
service village at its centre. This system
was replaced upon Darling's arrival in 1825
with new divisions into Parishes (25 square
miles), Hundreds (100 square miles) and
Counties (400 square miles), to be bounded by
streams and ranges. One seventh of the land
in each Parish was reserved for the Church of
England, for a local parish government was
envisaged for each,?>

The scheme effectively failed because of lack
of population to support so many parishes.
The official centres which did develop served
a much wider area than 25 sgquare miles.
Counties were internally divided by natural
obstructions such as rivers and ranges.
Eventually, Counties and Parishes were limited
in use to describing precisely the location of
allotments, and were also used in the taking
of censuses.

Darling also published regulations for town
planning in 1829 which directed that streets
be laid out in a grid pattern, and emphasised
uniformity and regularity, wide streets, half-
acre allotments, and that buildings were to be
set well back. The impact of these
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Fig. 11 : {(Owverleaf) Part of Henry Dangar's "Map of the
River Hunter and its Branches....." showing the
grid-patterned survey, early roads and estates.
(iitchell Library).
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regulations was enormous and since the base
plan for hundreds of subsequent country towns
was thus laid down.”

Part of Dangar's task was to set aside likely
sites for future towns, and his choice was
often necessarily arbitrary. Some developed,
some did not, depending on several factors
such as transport links, settlement patterns
and land use. The interaction of such factors
usually led to the establishment of, for
example, a store, an inn, a military station,
or a pound, forming an embryonic village which
was followed by later official survey. This
pattern occurred at Clarence Town, Paterson
and Dungog.

Regulation and Services

One of the first and most essential government
services was the administration and
maintainance of law and order. In view of the
vast distances, the wild nature of the
pioneering stage of society, the large convict
population and the blacks made hostile by the
loss of their lands, this proved a difficult
task, and usually lagged behind the spread of
settlement.

The earliest establishments were set up as
original settlements at Patersons, Wallis and,
later, Nelsons Plains. A military depot was
established at the latter by 1820, together
with a governor's house. Police had probably
been appointed to the Paterson district some
vyears before the barracks were built in the
village of Paterson in 1820. Major Morrisett
reported in that year:
Military detachment are placed at the
settlements at Patersons and Wallis
Plains to assist the constables there in
keeping order and to protect each
settlement, one acting as corporal....
The barracks were probably located on the site
of the present-day courthouse.

By 1825 bushranging had reached epidemic
proportions, as desperate men escaped in
increasing numbers from their masters, and
later from itinerant road gangs. They roamed
the country in gangs using the wild bush as
an ally and a haven, where previously it had
been a threat. James Phillips had begun with
twenty convicts in 1822 and by December 1825
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eight had absconded. The most infamous gang
in the Dungog region was Jacobs Gang, formed
of men who had run from various stations,
including Vicars Jacob's farm. They attacked
and plundered numerous farms, including
Gostwyck, committing wvarious atrocities, and
were not caught until October 1825,

The increase and savagery of bushranging,
together with the difficulties of maintaining
discipline amongst assigned convicts when
courts of justice were a dim and distant
threat, led directly to the establishment of
many courthouses, police stations, and later
watchhouses and lock-ups. Paterson became one
of the earliest centres of law and order. By
1828 there was one constable, usually an ex-
convict, a scourger and a lock-up keeper, and
a wooden lock-up was erected, together with a
constables' room which also served as a
courthouse. Although it was described as
dilapidated, with "loose slabs" in 1832, it
appears that it was repaired and used until
the present courthouse building (now Paterson
Historical Society Museum) was commenced in
1857 on the same site., A watchhouse was added
in 1882, Courts of Petty Sessions were held
once a fortnight by the Police Magistrate of
Maitland and Paterson, together with the
honorary unpaid Justices, Quarter sessions had
been held at Maitland since 1829. Mounted
poliqﬁ were eventually posted at Paterson in
1868.

The settlers along the Williams gained
official regulation in the same pattern,
roughly four yvears after initial settlement,
centred on Dungog. A& Court of Petty Sessions
was established there in 1833, and the town
was gazetted a year later, although not
actually surveyed until 1838, An early
courthouse and lock-up are shown on the
original survey at the north east corner of
Dowling and Chapman Streets, together with a
pound on the north east corner of Chapman and
Lord Streets, By 1838 there were probably
also police barracks. The courthouse was
designed by Government Architect Mortimer
Lewis and built in 1849, and James Barnet
designed its courtroom in 1862, Bushrangers
were still a menace when Wells' Gazetteer
reported in 1848 that a chief constable, a
local police force and a "....guard of horse
troopers is also stationed here.... the wild
and hilly nature of the country affording
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secret lurking places for (the bushrangers)".
Courts were held twice a month_by one official
and two honorary magistrates.

The settlers around the beginnings of Clarence
Town were not so well-served, and probably
used the facilities at Dungog. Although
surveyed as early as 1832 there was no police
constable until 1845, and in a rash of public
building in the Shire in 1854 it received a
watchhouse and lock-up. A handsome courthouse
was designed by James Barnet and built in 1869
and a %olice station was erected the following
year.1

Other services were also established at the
early centres, Clarence Town, Dungog and
Paterson had pounds from the early 1830s. At
Clarence Town a large pound predated the town
survey and was set at odd angles to the
rectilinear grid pattern, between Marshall,
King, Rifle and Queen Streets. (See Fig., 20).
It was similary skewed at Dungog, near the
corner of Chapman and Lord Streets, (see Fig.
25), while at Paterson, the pound was in the
middle of the western end of Prince Street. A
poundkeeper was appointed there in 1833, with
the impoundment rate of 1d for horses, cattle
and pigs, and 1/2d for sheep.!

Post Offices were set up at the early centres
of Paterson (1834) and Dungog (1835), and Post
Masters appointed from the local community.
Business was initially carried out from their
private houses. Mail was delivered to
Paterson twice a week by mounted police from
1832, and a seven-day mail service began in
1840 with the growth of the river trade.
Clarence Town again lagged behind the other
centres, with a Post Office established in
1845, four years after one was established at
the rural centre of Gresford, north of
Paterson. During the 1860's increasing and
more dense population led to the establishment
of Post Offices at the private town of Vacy
(1860) and at Allynbrock, high on the Allyn
River in 1866.,15

Although river boats dominated the transport
network in the lower part of the Shire, land
links had also been established there during
the early 1820s. Roads took on a more
important role beyond the heads of navigation
near Clarence Town and Paterson, although the
relatively easy country meant that no great
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obstacles stood in the way of roads which
followed the lines of the valleys.

During Darling's period of governorship roads
in the colony, and particulary the Great Roads
fanning out from the centre of Sydnevy,
received a good deal of attention. A massive
convict road gang system was developed to
build the fine, durable and permanent road
system intended by both Darling and the
Surveyor General, Thomas Mitchell. 1In 1825
Surveyor Heneage Finch marked the first
official road linking Sydney and the Hunter
Valley, crossing the barren and mountainous
tracts which separated them. This road, which
later became known as the Great North Road,
was intended to replace the earlier Bulga Road
further west, but in spite of ten years of
convict labour, it was more or less superseded
by steamer services introduced in 1832 and
never fulfilled the plans of its builders.
Its branches had connected the main road to
the lower, middle and upper Hunter and
construction began on the first of these,
linking Wollombi and Wallis Plains in 1828.16

Henry Dangar's 1828 map of the Hunter Valley
shows, for the main part, official rocads in
the area of Dungog Shire. (See Fig. 11).
There were no doubt numerous settler's paths
¢criss-crossing the river flats and out through
the bush, and both Dangar and James Atkinson
wrote that such ftracks often later became
well-~used and properly constructed roads.17
However, at the early stage, Dangar did not
consider the official laying out and building
of roads a high priority:
The necessity....for making roads in
those parts....under settlement is not
urgent, the country being so open and
presenting so few difficulties that it
seldom happens but that a 1loaded
carriage can be taken to any required
point.
He had marked a "tract northwards to Port
Stephens" in March 1826 for the use of the
A.A. Company, but by 1828 it was still "not
fit for carriages'. He advised travellers to
use the line "more to the east, crossing the
Hunter by Ferry Boat .... just below the
junction of the Hunter and Williams River" as
shown on his map (see Fig. 11). Another road
shown on his map crosses Dungog Shire in a
north easterly and easterly direction from the
Branxton district, where it was linked toc the
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main Hunter Valley road, fording the Paterson
and Allyn Rivers above Gostwyck and the
Williams River below Dungog. No modern road
appears to correspond with this early line.1?

G.B. White's 1829 map of the upper Williams
River and the newly-established holdings there
shows a typical early settlers' track, closely
following the course of the Williams on the
west side and branching at the future town
site of Dungog. One branch crossed Myall
Creek towards Dingadee, while the other
continued north-north-west along the creek to
Brown's huts (Cairnsmore), and then swinging
west north west, petering out at Bendolba and
Dowling's Caningalla. These lines became the
present day Dungog -_Stroud Road and the
Dungog - Bendolba Road.20

Roads around Paterson were established in a
similar fashion with the early grants of the
1820s. An 1831 map of the district shows
Webber's, Phillips’ and Boughton's grants,
with a bridle track running due north between
the first two, crossing Johnston Range towards
Tillimby (Boughton). By 1832 this would have
been linked to West Maitland by a punt over
the Hunter there, and in 1835 G.B., White drew
up a "Plan of Proposed Line of Communication
between the Township of Maitland and the
Village of Paterson" which showed numerous
"01d" roads around Maitland and north of it.
A new line was marked north of Morpeth,
running directly along the west side of the
Paterson River. Close to the Paterson
township it appears to follow the present line
of road.

A web of haphazard tracks had developed on the
site of Clarence Town by 1832, One led
directly to Marshall and Lowes' shipyards and
thence to Singleton's mill further upstrean,
with others fanned away to Nelsons Plains and
south along Storey Creek. (See Fig. 19). Some
are still shown on the 1864 map of the town,
completely out of kilter with its rectilinear
plan, (See Fig.20). By 1840 a road also ran
up from Raymond Terrace, past Clarence Town on
the opposite side of the river, and a _punt was
established in 1844 to link the two.22

The 1link between Dungog and Paterson was
officially resurveyed in 1838, probably by
Surveyor Rusden. His line {(which is in the
vicinity of the present day road via
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Wallarobba) straightened out sections of the
older line, and the latter was considerably
altered over the Wallarobba range. While the
0ld road crossed the Paterson at Jones Ford
(probably Vinevard Crossing}) and thus came
into Paterson on the same side of the river,
Rusden's line veered towards the Martins Creek
area and approached Paterson from the opposite
side of the river, crossing it by a ford.
Whether or not this road was actually built is
unclear - an 1847 map of Dungog showed the
line still marked "Rusden's line to Paterson”
together with a "settlers line" presumably
still in use. It appears that the earlier
approach to Paterson River never ceased to be
used.

By 1845 settlers around Dungog were demanding
an improved road linking them with the head of
navigation and the growing river trade at
Clarence Town and also the road link available
there towards Raymond Terrace. The road
linking the two was improved in 1856, thus
facilitating the transport of goods and
produce down the valleys to the ships. Dungog
was also linked to Fosterton in the north by
1856, 24

The government, interacting with settlers’
activities and demands, thus set the stage and
marked the outlines of the later thriving
towns and the busy transport networks of the
second half of the nineteenth century. It
provided services and regulations which
brought the location of towns into focus, and
its ongoing work on roads, and later hridges,
provided the necessary foundations for
essential transport and communications.
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Hunter, "Course Outline"; See "Plan of
the Parish Rocad from Dungog to Fosterton
along the west bank of the River
Williams™, 1856, A.O. Map 5145.
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THEME & : THE GROWTH OF TOWNS

1. Overview

After the early cedar getters had moved on,
and their rough shanties had fallen down, the
first settlers began to stream into the
Paterson and Williams Valleys, bringing their
wives and children, convict workers and
servants, goods and stock. Their involvement
in the convict assignment system and their
displacing of the local blacks meant that an
ever-present underlying fear of revolt or
reprisals was inevitable, The spread of
settlement was thus followed by some attempt
to maintain law and order and to protect
settlers, as we have seen. The buildings
associated with the government's influence -
barracks, courthouses, lock-ups - often marked
the nuclei of later townships. Other places
of business and gathering were drawn to them,
for convenience, and eventually the village
took on a life of its own.

The period 1830 to 1850 saw the establishment
of a network of country towns in New South
Wales in a pattern which survives to the
present day. By 1846 there were 36
settlements containing more than 100 people,
while eight had more than 700.17 The location
of early towns in Dungog Shire was for the
main part moulded by the rivers, Dboth as
barriers and conveyances, together with their
associated landscapes of watersheds, valley
slopes and alluvial plains. People came
together on the flats in bends of the river,
at the heads of navigation, at crossing
places. Sometimes, the official selection
coincided with these "natural" sites, and the
later town developed in a regular, orderly
fashion, while at other times the cofficial
plan was partly or wholly bypassed by private
development, for example at Gresford and
Allynbrook. In many instances, settlements
ranging from a few buildings to a small
private town grew up on esates, ribbonlike
along the roads or clustered about the
homestead. The fluctuation in industrial
patterns, because of climatic conditions and
economic and technological developments,
played havoc with the neat, orderly streets
and the plans for mutually supporting networks
of towns. At Paterson, development far
outstripped the 90 acres set aside for it,

61



while at Clarence Town the generous extent of
the plan was never fully utilized; East
Gresford eventually surpassed the official
town of Gresford; the gold mining town of
Wangat was deemed to require a proper survey
in 1888, but by 1902 there were only two
houses still standing.2

Enterprising settlers quickly made use of
convenient town sites by erecting buildings
associated with current requirements and new
industries, supplementing official buildings
and functions. By 1830 Marshall and Lowe had
established their shipyards at Clarence Town,
and by 1832 MacKay's wharf and store stood
nearby. At Dungog, Paterson and Gresford inns
were opened during the 'thirties and 'forties
to cater to the needs of travellers for food,
accommodation and stockyards. The inns also
became local gathering-places, for example,
the early Farmers Club, formed in about 1827
met in an inn at Patersons Plains.3 The
trades associated with transport -
blacksmiths, wheelwrights, ostlers - were
drawn to the early settlements for the same
reasons.,

The names of towns and settlements were drawn
from various sources, reflecting the compex
mixture of elements making up the shire's
history. Paterson took its name from the
river, named in honour of Colonel William
Paterson, and similarly, Clarence Town
honoured the Duke of Clarence. Pleasant,
musical aboriginal names were given to Dungog,
Bendobba, Dingadee, Munni, Wallarobba, Tocal
and probably Carabolla. Homesick Welshmen
added a string of Welsh names to the upper
Paterson district, including Gresford,
Bccleston, Allyn, Lostock, Halton and
Trevallyn. Later in the century German
settlers probably named Woerden.

The various immigration schemes of the 1830's
and 1840's, although intended to encourage
rural settlement, actually stimulated the
growth of towns. The cost of their passage to
the colony was financed by land sales which
ironically priced land out of the reach of
many newly arrived settlers. They sought work
in the towns instead.?

The 1840's period with its artificially high

land prices, severe drought conditions,
together with the withdrawal of convict
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labour, drove many of the large and previously
successful landowners to bankruptcy.
Labourers left the estates and farms to seek
work in the towns, and boiling-down works were
hastily set up to convert thousands of cattle
and sheep, purchased during_the bouyant
'thirties, into tallow and lard.® At the same
time the occupation of the rural areas did
increase to some extent, as many large estates
in the Hunter Valley were subdivided and sold.
In Dungog Shire a more common practice was to
tenant the large estates and many small
settlements grew up asscociated with the early
estates as a result. Bounty schemes
encouraged large landowners to import labour
for their estates in place of the convicts.
At Lewinsbrook and Cawarra, German vintners
and labourers were brought in to tend the
vinevards.

The pattern of populations in flux continued
during the following decade. With the gold
rushes of the 1850s onwards, a steady stream
of hopeful diggers headed for the wvarious
goldfields and the settled population fell,
particularly on tenanted land. There was also
an exodus of landowners to the Northern
Rivers, corresponding with an incoming rush of
Irish immigrants. Between 1857 and 1861 the
proportion of Catholics rose considerably in
the county of Durham as a result.

The second half of the nineteenth century was
generally a boom-time for the major towns in
Dungog Shire, and thus also a pericd of
physical consolidation and community growth.
The 1860s brought neat, solid government
buildings, such as police stations, watch
houses, post offices and court houses, all
built to indicate a civilized and well-ordered
society. Rows of stores and offices were
built by merchants, professional people, banks
and businessmen along the main streets, slowly
filling up the grids laid down by surveyors
forty years before. Clarence Town and
Paterson developed as busy transport nodes
where goods and produce from further up the
valleys were loaded onto the riverboats for
Newcastle and Sydney, and the necessities and
comforts of l1life were offlcaded and
distributed. Boatloads of sight-seers and
day-trippers came up from Newcastle to view
the marvels of the bustling towns set in their
undulating hills by the lifeline rivers.8
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The depression of the 1890s appears not to
have greatly affected the shire's major towns,
and the many fluctuations in rural industries
usually brought only temporary setbacks
followed by the strengthening influence of new
industries. The early wheat and corn mills
continued to function until rust brought the
end of widespread wheat growing in the 1860s.
Tobacco growing declined in the following
decade because of the spread of blue mould.
At the same time however, the new saw mills
powered by steam that were set up from the
1860s brought the resurgence of the timber
industry and a large cornflour mill was
established at Dungog in 1878. The 1880s saw
the establishment of a flourishing citrus
industry, . .and the dramatic developments in
dairying technology led to large scale
dairying in the region from the 1890s and a
thus great increase in the shire's
populaticon.

The early twentieth century brought the
extension of a Northern Railway through
Paterson to Dungog, altering the picture
considerably. At first the cutting of
sleepers stimulated the local timber industry,
but upon its opening in 1911, the railway
negated the role of both Clarence Town and
Paterson as vital centres of river/road
transport. Both towns lost much of their
impetus and eventually simply became quiet
rural centres. Meanwhile, Dungog derived
considerable growth from the railway which
terminated there for a time, The railway
workers and the timber required for sleepers
had stimulated the service and timber
industries, and the railway itself
strengthened the town's status as a transport
nexus and service centre, spurring its
physical development during the 1910s and
1920s. Dowling Street's handsome array of
facades jillustrates the growth of the town
from the 1890's through to the 1920s, with its
lavishly detailed Victorian, Federation and
1920s style shops, banks, offices and hotels
stretching almost continuously from one end of
the town to the other. It was, indeed, a town
of note.

In the end, however, the decline of the
dairying industry, together with general rural
slump, the bypassing of the shire by major
routeways, and growing centralisation of large
urban areas, led to the slowing of growth in
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the towns and villages since about the 1950s.
At the same time, and precisely for this
reason, the region has retained much of its
historic and natural landscapes and its
splendid architectural heritage, factors which
draw increasing numbers of tourists and form
the basis for yet another industry.

2. Major Towns

Paterson

Paterson's origins probably lay in the rough,
makeshift camps of the early cedar getters
who named the Paterson "Cedar Arm" and the
site of the town "0ld Banks". They may still
have been stripping the temperate rainforests
when police were appointed to the district by
1820. In that year barracks were erected,
probably on the site of the present-day
courthouse building, constituting the town's
first more or less permanent structure. A
slab courthouse and lock-up were erected in
1828 in the wake of the rapid settlement of
the Paterson and Allyn Rivers.

The town site, set in the midst of rich
alluvial lands 1% kilometres below the head of
navigation at Gostwyck, was the third to be
surveyed 1in the Hunter Valley after Newcastle
and Maitland. Since it had not initially been
set aside during Dangar's survey, ninety acres
of Mrs. S.M. Ward's Cintra estate was
purchased in 1832. At the time of the first
survey, a track ran irreqularly along the brow
of Mt. Johnston, connecting the properties on
the west bank. It was straightened by the
survey of George Boyle White, and later
incorporated into the town plan. A spot was
also marked for a public wharf. The town
itself was laid out the following year and
comprised only six streets, all named
reassuringly within the theme of royalty and
title - King, Queen, Prince, Duke, Count and
Marquis. It was a finite town plan, set in a
neat grid tightly enclosed by the river, the
Mount Johnston Ranges and Hungry Hill, and it
rapidly became totally inadequate in size as
the century progressed.

By 1833 the surveyor could already mark
several buildings on the new plan - a
courthouse and lock-up, a pound (in Prince
Street), two early churches (St. Ann's
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Presbyterian and St. Paul's Anglican - both
were forerunners of the present churches) and
an inn on James Phillips' Bona Vista estate.
The inn may have been the predecessor of his
later inn, the Patersons Arms.

With the introduction of the steamer service
during the 1830's, the town's future was
assured and many substantial and fine
residential, commercial and church buildings
were erected during the next two decades. In
Prince Street, two buildings, Noumea, a
cottage, and the Paterson Tavern are thought
to date from this early period, and may have
been designed by the noted architect John
Verge. Verge had been granted a property,
Lyndhurst vVale, in the Wallarobba district,
and his allegiance appears to have been with
Paterson. He was commissioned in 1836 by
Lieutenant Frederick Bedwell, of Valentia
Lodge nearby, to "design in pencil ....a house
in Paterson, finished plans and a list of
scantling." Verge completed drawings for four
cottages but it is not known whether they were
ever built on Bedwell's land (Queen Street and
corner King and Duke Street)®. His connection
with the Paterson Hotel {later Patersons Arnms
Hotel) is stronger. He was commissioned to
design it by James Phillips in 1835 and the
inn was built on the Bona Vista estate
adjoining the township. The location became a
site in a street connecting Victoria and
Sloane Streets, in the private township. A
photo dated ¢1880, by which time it had become
a private residence, Brooklyn House, shows the
building in considerable detail and as typical
of Verge's restrained and balanced style. (See
Figs. 12 and 13)., It was completed in about
1838, and by 1840 it was described as:
ssssscOontaining on the ground floor five
lofty rooms, one of which is fitted up
as a bar room with counter and shelves
complete. The upper floor which is
approcached by a winding stone
staircase.....contains also five neatly
finished bedrooms with a balcony
enclosed by iron Ealisading of exquisite
design and taste.

Set on the main road to Maitland on high
ground and surrounded by extensive gardens, it
was a "lucrative establishment" with a
turnover of ten thousand pounds per annum.
The building survived until 1949, when it was
pulled down because of poor condition.
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At the same time another inn was established
on the road leading to the districts further
north. The Bush Inn was erected on Mrs., Ward's
Cintra estate high above the riverside road.
It had a plague over the doorway engraved
"Long House Green 1836" and comprised two
storeys of stone one room wide with a small
central gable set in the gabled roof.
Bellcast verandahs stocod at either end of the
structure which also featured 12-paned
windows., (See Fig. 14). It apparently served
as an inn and wine shop throughout the
nineteenth century until it was purchased by
William Corner in 1900, A new brick two
storey verandah'd section was added to the
front at this stage, camouflaging the early
building, and it was then renamed Sussex
Housii Both sections were demolished in
1966,

In the township itself the Royal Oak Hotel
(extant) was erected in King Street during the
1830s and it was subseguently used as a
barber's shop, private residence and C.B.C.
bank office. Further along King Street, Major
Edward dJohnstone, possibly a relative of
George Johnstone and an early Police
Magistrate, built Annandale House in 18389.
The fine two storey stone residence faces out
over the river and Street with its surrounding
bellcast verandah, echoes on a small scale the
style of the estate-houses Trevallyn,
Gostwyck, Tocal and Dunmore.?

By 1834 Paterson had a post office which was
probably run from a private residence. An
early school house, most likely slab, was also
used as a chapel, although the denomination is
unclear, and in 1837 a teacher who could
"speak Gaelic grammatically" was required for
the Presbyterian school. The austere, solid
lines of St. Anne's Presbyterian church
appeared in 1840, It was set on a landmark
site on a rocky outcrop on the northwest edge
of the town, overlocoking the river and both
the official town and the string of mills,
cottages and inns on the road out to Gresford.
Work on St. Paul's Anglican Church began under
the direction of Reverend John Jennings Smith
in 1839, The simple stone gothic church was
consecrated in 1845, while the graveyard at
the rear predated it. Burials had at first
taken place on a site selected by Reverend
G.A, Middleton on the Tillimby estate, and
later in an area at the far eastern point of
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Figs. 12 and 13

Patersons Arms Inn, designed by John Verge in 1835,
photographed ¢1880 when it was lmowm as Brooklyn Ilouse.
The bullding was typical of Verge's restrained balanced
style. Eelow, the bullding prohably shortly before its
demolition in 1949, (Paterson Historical Scociety,
Hewcastle Local History Library).




Fig. 14 : An early twentieth century viewr of the road just north west
of Paterson, showing the now-demolished (1966) Sussex House/
Bush Imn (1830s), centre, and the grain store on the left.
(llewcastle Local History Library).
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Paterson:
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the town, a rivergide site on the peninsular,
as shown on an 1839 survey.

The 1840's were a period of expansion of the
town itself, in spite of the setbacks of
drought and the depression. James Phillips in
1840 was able to subdivide and sell the north
eastern portion of his estate as the private
section of town [(now the area south of Prince
Street,!l (See Fig.15)). The area along the
river and Gresford road north west of the
township was another area of lively but rather
more haphazard industrial development. A
network of roads developed connecting the
various buildings, as illustrated on surveyor
Henry Carmichael'’s map of 1850. (See Fig.16).
Carmichael had been assigned the realignment
of the flood prone riverside rocads in that
vear and the map shows two flour mills {cne
was Keppie's), each with its own wharf, with a
"double cottage" and the remains of another
cottage between them. Further along stood
work shops, another brick cottage, a store,
Keppie's Inn (possibly the Cricketer’s Arms)
and a blacksmith's shop. David Brown's Bush
Inn with its stables, yard and gardens 1is
shown on another rocad further up the slope.
Quarries from which stone for the town's
buildings was taken stood at the entrance to
the town. Although the road was realigned in
the 1850s, the activities of the "Commercial
Road" as it became known, did not cease until
a devastating flood covered the area in 1875.
The Cricketer's Arms Hotel was subsequently
removed brick by brick into the town and
became the present Court House Hotel.
Photographs show that the early symmetrical
brick structure was later {(c1880) doubled in
size by the addition of a larger wing
adjacent, and the whole was given a verandah
of iron lace. (See Figs. 17 and 18). Today it
appears that only the later building has
survived., Down on the Commercial Road area a
post and rail fence, with its debris of more
recent floods, still marks the line of the
original rcad. A large brick grain storage
barn and a two-storeyed miller's cottage are
also still intact, contributing to the site's
value as an outstanding historical/
archaeological research area. 2

John Tucker, a notable local figure and the
town's early historian, wrote a nostalgic
piece in 1933 describing Paterson in the 1840s
as a well established, thriving town. It had
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Figs. 17 and 18

: Two views of the Court House Hotel, removed to its

present site from the flood~prone Commercial Road area.
Iig. 17 shows the original (rebuilt) building and ig. 18
shows its incorporation into a much grander, boom-style
camplex ¢1830. Todav only the more recent section on the
right still stands., (lewcastle Local History Library and

Mitchell Library).
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six public houses {Paterson Arms, Wellington
Arms, Settlers Arms, The Bush Inn, The Plough
Inn and The Cricketer's Arms), four
blacksmith's shops, four stores, three
bootmakers, a tannery, two butcher's shops and
a bakery, two tailors, two auctioneers, a
shipyard (across the river), two steam flour
mills, and a busy timber industry providing
material for houses, fences, and ships' sides,
ribs and beams, furniture and casks. The
shipyard's first ship was launched in 1846 and
other ships constructed included the "Pegasus"
and “"Paterson Packet'. By 1848 the town had a
racecourse near Webber's Creek and had
established annual race days. For Tucker,
looking back from the bleak 1930s, Paterson
seemed a brighter, simpler and greener place -
an ironic conclusion in some ways, in view of
the desperate circumstances of the dry and
depressed 1840s.13

During the second half of the nineteenth
century Paterson consolidated both its
importance and its physical formation, and
continued to grow. It was a service centre
for the rich agricultural land around it and
this together with its role as a transport
mode attracted various industries. Most of
the transport and marketing activities were
centred on the wharf, and buildings sprang up
accordingly. Procduce was loaded onto drays
and carts which streamed down the wvarious
roads of the Paterson and Allyn Valleys,
converging on Paterson, and there, river boats
which received the loads brought various goods
up from Sydney and Newcastle. Below St.
Anne's, Andrew and John Keppie's saw mill
stood adjacent to the public wharf, and the
store houses and offices of the Hunter River
Steam Navigation Company, including the union
or market shed, were built nearby, on the site
of the earlier Wellington Arms. Market day in
Paterson was traditionally Tuesday and the
town would be crowded with farmers selling
their produce and buyving up goods and stores.
Wilson and Keppie ran the market shed for many
years until it closed in the 1950s.74

Fry's coach service was established to connect
the town by road with Maitland in the south,
and, more importantly, with the settlements
beyond the head of navigation further noxth.
The links were made considerably easier by the
construction of the valley's various bridges
during the 1870s and 1880s. Fry's depot was
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on the corner of Prince Street and Maitland
Road east of the private town, and comprised a
blacksmith's shop, stables, hearse shed, a
cottage and a corn staddle. The corn staddle
and cottage, together with the Fry's family
home Glen Ayr (1900) are still extant.l13

The erection of official buildings in the town
began in the 1850s with the new lock-up and
watchhouse, and in 1857 a fine new courthouse
on the site of the o0ld slab building was
begun. The building, designed by the then
Colonial Architect Alexander Dawson, was of a
neo-classical style, with arched portico and
fine stucco detailing. It stands on a
sultably elevated site overlooking the town
and the river and functioned as a courthouse
until 1967, It now houses the museum
collection of the Paterson Historical Society.
The town had a gothic school building erected
in 1877, a small Italianate post office during
the 1880s, along with a police residence in
1882, A School of Arts was erected in 1883
and served as a focus for community
activities, a function continued by its 1935
replacement. An 0Oddfellows hall was also
built in 1865.76

Paterson suffered some setbacks during the
1850s and 1860s as a result of the rapid
spread of rust which wiped out the wheatfields
stretching "....from Hinton to Lostock", and
forcing the cultivation of wheat to the drier
plains further west. Similarly, the tobacco
crops were eventually finished off by blue
mould which also spread rapidly in the
relatively wet climate. However, a
successful citrus industry was later
established and expanded up the Paterson as
far as Carrabolla, and this together with the
rise in dairyving brought on by the
revolutionary developments in that industry,
boosted the town's population and reaffirmed
its importance., The land adjacent to Tucker
Park was formerly an orange orchard and an
extant packing shed there is a physical
reminder of the industry. Paterson River
oranges were well known and scught after, and
in its heyday early this century 30,000 cases
were handled through Paterson in a season.

The new feasibility of small citrus and dairy
farms also brought the end of the remaining
large estates in the shire. Almost all were
subdivided and sold off in the first thirty
years of the century, and they were invariably
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advertised as citrus and dairy farms, with an
emphasis on the fertility of the land and the
efficient transport links. Since both types
of land-use usually involved the labour of
large families, the population of the area was
greatly increased.

The C.B.C. Bank displaved its confidence in
the future of the town by building a handsome,
impressive office on the corner of ¥Xing and
Duke Streets in 1902. The verandahs of both
storeys lend a pleasing domestic appearance to
the building, which is a major feature of the
townscape. The bank office was maintained
until its closure in 1979. A new Anglican
rectory was built in 7906 on the site of
Reverend Smith's 1839 rectory at the corner of
Prince and Duke Streets. Again the fine
Edwardian building is an eloguent expression
of the town's self-confidence as it began the
new century, and also forms a striking
termination to Maitland Road at the entrance
to the town.,20

Bankers and churchmen, businessmen and farmers
probably considered the extension of the North
Coast railway through their town as vet
another boon by which the town's role as a
market and transport centre would be
strengthened. Instead, the railway eventually
deprived Paterson of its lively river trade
and gave no real benefit in return. The
railway line carved up its townscape and the
railway bridge was aligned directly over the
wharf, aptly reflecting the dominance of rail
over water. A girder from the bridge fell
through the riverboat Marie, causing serious
damage, and later ashes from a steam engine
boiler set her alight. The public landing
place was transferred and a new wharf, Queens
Wharf, was built in the Tucker Park area.
Over the next four decades, cream boats and
pleasure craft plied the waters, but by the
1930s, those too had vanished. 2]

During the vyears following the 1930s the town
became a quiet rural centre with few new
developments. With the closure of many public
and private concerns, Paterson was left with
many empty buildings - an ironic situwation in
view of its long history of building
development continually spilling over its
official boundaries. The lack of modern
development has, however, led to a new tourist
industry, based on its beautiful natural
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environment and historic landscape. What
remains is, in fact, a striking outdoor museum
of nineteenth century life.

Clarence Town

The crew of the Lady Nelson rowing up the
Clarence River, viewed the site of Clarence
Town in 1801 before they were stopped by the
falls about 4 miles/6 kilometres further along
the Williams River. Although no cedar was
noted on this first trip, cedar getters later
located pockets along the river and forests
beyond the head of navigation. It is thought
that their makeshift camps may have been on
the site of Clarence Town, and timber was to
be the town's major industry for much of its
existence.

Benjamin Singleton, an enterprising man who
had discovered the early Bulga Road route and
had various interests at Singleton, built a
water-driven flour mill in 71829, in
anticipation of the wheat crop of the large
estates established in the area in 1828 and
1829. He advertised his service in the Sydney

Gazette:

Mr. Benjamin Singleton of the John Mills
Williams River......inform{(s)....that
the above are now in full work. He has
two crafts now on the River which will
take grain from the different farms and
return meal when ground at the rate of
fifteen pence sterling per bushell...2
The track towards his mill had been
established and was marked on an 1832 map of
the town site. (See Fig,19). In spite of the
depression and drought of the 1840s, the mill
survived until it was washed away in the great
1857 flood.3

While the land on the Williams was generally
taken up rapidly, the soils around Clarence
Town wWere relatively poor, with the result
that the town's development at first lagged
slightly behind the others in the Shire. The
settlement pattern around the town for various
reasons also tended towards smaller, poorer
farms, contrasting with the extensive, rich
estates along the Paterson and around Dungod.
At the same time, its location on the river
and proximity to sources of fine timber led
William Lowe and James Marshall to establish
their ship-building yard at the southern end
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{Overleaf) Iucerpt from "Clarence Town showing town
reserve, farms etc. on Williams River", 1832, Marshall
and Lowe's shipyard is marked, along with MacKay's store,
Rusher's huts and various tracks. (A.0. Map 2208).

s LS e S




. " )
. vl .
ik oy
: . ¥
) B <
' PR 1 .
; M SR
- L
. ey Vr
- . % ,ym.m.
- * el
Z 5.
F 2 ' M..f ~
. . ! AT
~ VA ‘ 3
- ' '.fn. ’ c
- -,
3 AN e :
’ T e
. l v - :
P .
\ -B. . iy
L e mmw,
B g N ‘ :
) . 4 .
SR R 3 i
. . & 4ty Juit T
e 2 . ruw‘ R - \\:__._,_,._n.m.__:rwr:
‘5

x
bes

a2

-%




e i i, .

. » -

el

A

ny

clo
oood. S

Seng
) [}

. Sy el

v

N A Ly

RS

Sl .
L A
. v

R (T

L



A

]
iy

i

R

".I

Y

e
MY
g
as
;‘1

al

%)

15

Walk

gil

UV IS

W Al R
AP

wndds

4

Schoal

aod

CAurck

Y N e r I FEAXOITY araaay
....ff.. \\“.
T
; tooy.
NN et e £
@A T YRR LErS rou& v ood T a u./u%»...w
L3 . =
55
[—
£
* .
B
; 5,
‘
! g
. iz
: T
i
.
. H
i
H
HE-
_
o
M_
&
]
) ;
: + L ; 4
IS I, 5008
. L o @ww&
T " 4
e
TAIF QF8  rEergad
- T e b e - & .
R el : e R
L et LISt e VA AR b R A

ey v LY e
R
TR A

RREN
K /. \ .‘/
Y

wa Y
,.M\FJN./WUM.
\ B

ey m e ae ——— — e

W
Iy

B

&40 derea.

o

revi

A

i o = = b b 4 W ——————




Fig., 20

(Overleaf) "Clarence Tovm, County of Durham, 1864"
(Mitchell Library).




Hua Tsa

King Street,
Clarence Town:
Significant
Building

Site of
Deptford House,
Marshall & Lowe
Shipyards,
Clarence Town:
Archaeological
Site

of the town in 1830. The Deptford Shipyard,
as it was named, was on land purchased from
the Reverend Father Therry. Its reputation
was consclidated by the launching of the
famous William IV, the first ocean-going
steamer built in Australia, in 1832. Deptford
became the nucleus of the town and by 1832,
the "Huts and Yard etc. occupied by Messrs.
Lowe and Marshall" were joined by MacKay's
store, while in the bend of the river to the
north east, James Rusher had 26 acres cleared
and cultivated, and had erected several huts.
(See Fig.19)., The first wharf was built by
David Farguar at Deptford scon after, along
with a store. A pound was also set up before
the town was laid out.

As a result of this activity, the town was
proclaimed in 1832, the third in the Hunter
Valley, after Newcastle and Maitland, and its
plan was laid out on the extensive, open,
elevated terrace overleooking the river. It
was a scheme so generous that it was never
fully utilised, even at the height of the boom
period, As usual, the streets almost without
exception formed a rectilinear grid pattern
superimposed on the contours of the river and
over existing creeks, tracks and structures,
The area was divided up into one and two acre
blocks and sold off at two pounds an acre.
(See Fig. 20). A survivor from this early
period is Hua Tsa, built by S.N. Dark, a long,
low house of brick with a sweeping, steeply
pitched roof stretching unbroken over the wide
encircling verandah. The two front doors,
each crowned with semi-circular fanlights
reinforce the claim that it was at one stage
used as an inn.

Marshall and Lowe's partnership had dissolved
by 1836 and Lowe carried on the Deptford works
until 1855, It was he who built Deptford
House (see Fig. 21) which stood above the
vards until the complex burnt down in the
early twentieth century.

Lowe and Marshall acgquired about 600 acres on
the opposite side of the river from Clarence
Town by 1840, and in that year numerous small
farms stretched down along the river below his
southern boundary. The withdrawal of convict
labour, together with the depression and
drought also lead many large landowners to
sublet their estates, with the result of an
increase in the population in the district.”
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Tig. 21 : View of Deptford House, at Marshall and Lowe's shipyard. The
postcard is postmarked 1909, and the house burnt down soon
after. (Newcastle lLocal History Library)

Fig. 22 : "llollydene, Clarence Town", cl890. Boom-style optimism in bustling
Clarence Town. (Mitchell Library).
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Victoria Mill

Rifle Stre